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Florida Governor

Charlie Crist

“I remain committed to supporting all Floridians
in their efforts to combat domestic violence crime.
I applaud the efforts of individuals throughout our
communities who share the common vision of a
safer tomorrow for Florida’s families. As we work
together to prevent domestic violence through
our criminal justice system, our human services
providers and advocates, we affirm our commitment
to reducing domestic violence within Florida’s
families and communities.”
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Secretary
Department of Children and Families

George H. Sheldon
Greetings Governor Crist, Esteemed Lawmakers, and
Colleagues:
Once again on behalf of the Department of Children and Families
(DCF), I am pleased and proud to present to you the 2008-2009
Domestic Violence Annual Report as mandated by Section 39.904,
Florida Statutes.
This past year has been particularly challenging due to Florida’s repressed economy; however,
we continue to remain committed and determined to provide optimum services to all vulnerable
citizens needing assistance. It is often in times like these that we are forced to stretch our
resources to the limit. Fortunately for agencies like DCF, we’re accustomed to doing more with
less, and this year has been no different for us, as we remain always focused on the agency’s
fundamental core principles of promoting strong, resilient, and economically self-sufficient families.
This year’s annual report highlights the total commitment and tireless efforts demonstrated by
the Department’s Domestic Violence Program in providing leadership to communities, facilitating
strong partnerships with domestic violence and child welfare community advocates, and providing
state-of-the-art training initiatives that provide the Department’s regions with unique and creative
opportunities for addressing domestic violence.
I want to thank the Governor and the Legislature for always considering the needs of
Florida’s families first and foremost. Without your commitment to addressing the social
problems that continue to plague our families and tax our resources, we would not be able to
enjoy the many successes the Department achieves everyday.
We always hear about devastating news, and so often the good stories go unnoticed. Let me
assure you, the Department is proud of its many accomplishments both within the context of
assisting families, as well as honoring the value of our highly regarded employees.
Domestic violence touches all of our citizens, either directly or indirectly, from numerous
losses such as those associated with income, medical costs, mental health and substance
abuse reimbursements, and housing assistance. Sources of hope require advocacy services,
and without the Governor and Legislature’s continued support, our ability to provide financial
support would be greatly compromised.
The Department extends its gratitude to the Governor, Legislature and community partners for
the continued commitment and collaboration given to this important issue.
Sincerely,

George H. Sheldon
Secretary
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What is Domestic Violence?
Domestic violence is a pattern of behaviors that adults or adolescents use against their
intimate partners or former partners to establish power and control. It may include
physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, and economic abuse. It may also include
threats, isolation, pet abuse, using children, and a variety of other behaviors used to
maintain fear, intimidation and power over one’s partner. Domestic violence knows no
boundaries. It occurs in intimate relationships, regardless of race, religion, culture, or
socioeconomic status.
Child abuse is also prevalent and often occurs in the same families as domestic violence.
Research indicates, as well, that merely witnessing domestic violence can have profound
effects on children. Childhood exposure to domestic violence is associated with increased
aggression, depression and anxiety, lower levels of social competence, and poorer
academic functioning. “Family violence threatens child” is the alleged maltreatment most
reported to the Florida Abuse Hotline every year. Childhood exposure to family violence
also significantly increases the likelihood of either perpetrating or being the victim of
violence as an adult.
The effects of violence are visible in the burdens placed upon our health care, educational,
social service, child welfare, and criminal justice systems, and in the workplace.

Domestic Violence Program Mission
Ensure the safety of victims of domestic violence by developing partnerships with
community organizations to create a seamless system of services.

Program Description
The Domestic Violence Office serves as a clearinghouse for information relating to
domestic violence and provides supervision, direction, coordination, and administration of
statewide activities related to the prevention of domestic violence
(Section 39.903, Florida Statutes).

Service Description
Support community-based domestic violence services; promote coalition building at
the local, state, and federal levels; conduct certification and evaluation of the state’s
domestic violence centers and batterer’s intervention programs; provide resources to
local communities; identify and improve service quality and performance; promote public
awareness and education initiatives; develop and direct policy; and provide information
and technical support to public and private agencies.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CRIME IN FLORIDA

Each year the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) analyzes data provided by the Florida
Some experts surmise Florida’s
Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) in order
economy may play a significant
to assess victim needs, address fiscal responsibility,
role in the increase in domestic
conduct research, and most importantly to present
violence crime.
a clear picture of what crime categories contribute
most to the ever-increasing social problem of domestic violence crime.
Statistically speaking, crime in Florida started
to decrease in 2004, even though the population has increased. Florida began to see a slight
increase in crime in 2007 and 2008; however, so far in 2009, there has been a significant drop
in overall crime by 7.6 percent. This does not explain the increase in domestic violence crime
for the first half of 2009, raising concern that for the same period in 2008 and 2009 there has
been a 5.2 percent increase in domestic violence related crimes.
Fiscal year 2008-2009 had a total of 115,976 total domestic violence crimes compared to
113,123 for fiscal year 2007-2008. For the same reporting periods, overall crime was up by a
staggering 2,853 crimes. Additionally, experts know that, unlike many general crimes, and even
though there has been an increase in victims reporting domestic violence crime, domestic violence is still substantially underreported, supporting anecdotal research suggesting only onethird or less of domestic crime is ever reported. A general sense of concern is shared by all that
for the same reporting period in 2008, domestic violence crime in 2009 increased by astonishing
numbers for the following domestic violence related crimes:
• DV homicides up 8.9 percent
• DV manslaughter homicide increased from six murders in 2008 to 12 murders in 2009. Up
100 percent
• Aggravated stalking up 36 percent
• Simple assault up 6.4 percent
• Threat/Intimidation up 10.4 percent
So what does all this mean? Some experts
surmise Florida’s economy may play a significant
role in the increase in domestic violence crime.
One premise may explore the possibility that the
“nature” of the crime may be more significant than
the “type” of crime committed. For example, we
see that, for the same reporting period in 2008,
2009 general homicide crimes are down nearly 19
percent, and robberies are down 13 percent. As an example, this may arbitrarily be attributed
to better community policing, such as having higher concentrations of officers on the streets, or
even criminals having less opportunity to commit crime. Still, it doesn’t explain the premise that
the economy may be a cause for higher incidences in domestic violence crime, since one would
think that if the economy is suffering then there would be more crime in general.
One theory suggests that possibly general crime is decreasing, in spite of the economy, since
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general crime can be thought of as an
“impersonal crime,” opposed to domestic violence, which is known as a very
“personal crime.”
Experts agree that the stress caused
by losing jobs, lack of employment opportunities, and changes in living habits
due to economic restraints may all
contribute to a general sense of “losing
control”, a key component necessary
for domestic violence crime to occur. We
know that perpetrators of domestic violence display a strong propensity for not only controlling
their victims, but also for blaming others for their problems. Since the perpetrators have little to no
control over the loss of employment, home, or hobbies, they will often take their anger and frustration out on those who they are most able to control. Most notably, the victims in these situations are
intimate partners.
In an article co-authored by domestic violence experts Mary Lauby, executive director of
Jane Doe, Inc., and Sue Else, president of the National Network to End Domestic Violence, the
researchers describe “domestic violence programs reporting victims experiencing an increase in
abuse, in part because out-of-work abusers having more opportunity to batter.” Similarly, numerous states are seeing an increase in felony-level domestic violence crimes. Rhode Island has seen
a 25 percent increase in this type of crime. Arizona is presently experiencing some of the same
economic hardships as Florida, related to housing foreclosures and unemployment, and it currently ranks 10th in the nation in the number of women killed by men, according to the National
Violence Policy Center, a national research and advocacy non-profit located in Washington, D.C.
“Noted researcher Jaclyn Campbell has identified two key risk factors in relation to domestic
violence homicides: limited access to services for victims and unemployment for batterers.”
Lastly, the National Domestic Violence Hotline released a study in January 2009 “suggesting a
link between financial stress and domestic violence. The hotline saw a 21 percent increase in the
number of calls it received, compared to the previous year.”
Children who are exposed to domestic violence in the home are also victims. Last year domestic violence ranked only second behind substance misuse as the two highest reported maltreatments in Florida. Child welfare experts report 77,775 allegations of family violence occurring
in Florida’s homes from June 2008 through May 2009. According to the National Survey of
Children’s Exposure to Violence conducted by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, nearly 1 in 10 (9.8 percent) of children saw one family member assault another.
The Department of Children and Families in partnership with the Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence (FCADV) remains committed to addressing these concerns. Through
continued research, funding, and training opportunities in both intervention and prevention
initiatives, the Domestic Violence Program aims to assist Florida’s 42
community-based domestic violence centers in providing law
enforcement and prosecutors the tools and resources necessary to hold perpetrators accountable. By strategically
reversing the level of blame, and starting to hold perpetrators accountable for crimes, we all collectively begin
to address the sociological, psychological, and ethical
root causes of domestic violence crime.

By strategically reversing the level
of blame, by holding perpetrators
accountable for crimes, and by
not blaming victims, we begin
to address the sociological,
psychological, and ethical root
causes of domestic violence crime.

8

2008-2009 Annual Report

CIRCLES OF COLLABORATION
The Department of Children and Families (DCF) Domestic Violence Program has long known
the importance of reaching out to communities through training and education to enhance the
public’s awareness of domestic violence crime. Since 2005, the Department’s Domestic Violence Program has assisted its primary partner,
the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence (FCADV), in coordinating for Florida’s communities critical and unique training opportunities, developing specialized projects, enhancing victim services, and
holding offenders accountable for their crimes.
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). In May 2009, the
DCF Domestic Violence Program was awarded $6,976,652 to assist domestic violence service providers to combat domestic violence, sexual
assault, dating violence, and stalking crimes. Specifically, the funding
was awarded through a formula grant by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and funded through the Office on Violence Against Women
(OVW). The funds are directly earmarked to provide new jobs, as well
as to retain jobs at risk in the courts, prosecution offices, law enforcement agencies, and victim service provider programs.
In fiscal year 2008-2009, the Domestic Violence Program received
nearly $13 million in DOJ funds to expend on Florida’s quest to confront
the overarching and pervasive issues involving domestic violence and sexual assault crimes.
Following is a description of how the Department functions as a catalyst assisting Florida’s
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Coalitions who are tasked with supporting communitybased agencies working tirelessly to resolve these devastating crimes. Additionally, we will demonstrate the important role played by communities in shaping social change, and how the Department of Children and Families, under the leadership of Secretary George Sheldon, has been, and
continues to be, innovative and instrumental in pioneering this strong initiative.
The cost of intimate partner violence nationally exceeds $5.8 billion each year, $4.1 billion of
which is for direct medical and mental health services. In 2007, a 24-hour survey of domestic
violence programs across the nation found that 53,203 victims were served in one day. Unfortunately, due to a lack of resources, there were 7,707 unmet requests for services. In fiscal year
2008-2009, the FCADV reports that 6,656 women and children seeking shelter services had to accept alternate accommodations due to a lack of capacity at their local domestic violence shelters.
Resources are vital to anyone trying to
elude a tragic situation, and domestic
Following is a description of
violence survivors are no different in
how the Department functions
needing community support to assist in
keeping themselves and their children
as a catalyst assisting Florida’s
safe. We know that the leading reason
Domestic Violence and Sexual
why women stay in harmful relationAssault Coalitions who are tasked
ships is a lack of financial means of
with supporting community-based
taking care of themselves and their
families. We also know that community
agencies working tirelessly to
support is key to community member
resolve these devastating crimes.
safety and well-being.
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As previously stated, the grant money received each year
from the federal government is slated for training judges,
prosecutors, and law enforcement personnel in how to appropriately respond to domestic violence and sexual assault
crime. The funding is also earmarked to creatively initiate new projects that focus on victim safety and offender
accountability. The Domestic Violence Program’s many
partners have greatly benefitted from the reoccurring STOP
(Services, Training, Officers and Prosecution) and ARRA
funds by creating new employment opportunities along
with creating new projects that align with the Department’s
mission to “Protect the Vulnerable and Promote Strong and
Economically Self-Sufficient Families”.
The following are several projects made possible with
Department of Justice funding:

Courts: The Office of State Courts Administrator
(OSCA) was tasked this year with increasing the number and quality of domestic violence education opportunities for judges, court administration
staff, attorneys, clerks of court, and others involved in the family court system. After extensive
research, the courts decided to purchase the rights to train judges on a virtual court module
obtained from New Mexico. Training judges in the appropriate methods of working with domestic
violence and sexual assault victims remains paramount to victim safety. The virtual court program is designed to introduce judges and court staff to issues and challenges that arise in civil
domestic violence cases.
The Department recognizes the obstacles judges encounter in seeking training opportunities
because of their heavy court schedules. The virtual court training allows judges the convenience
of acquiring essential information within the context of their private offices. It is the intent of the
Domestic Violence Program to provide the courts with support and funding in order to accomplish this goal. Additionally, advocacy recognizes the need for building critical relationships with
the courts so judges may obtain the skills necessary for making knowledgeable critical decisions
in domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking cases.
Prosecution: In Florida there are 20 judicial circuits, each represented by a state attorney.
In addition, the Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association (FPAA) is the executive leadership
group that provides training and technical support to Florida’s 20 state attorneys. All 20 state
attorneys and the FPAA have the opportunity to receive the Department’s allocated grant funding
for prosecution services. In fiscal year 2008-2009, 16 state attorneys elected to receive federal
grant funds, as did the FPAA. The state attorneys
primarily utilize their funding by setting up specialized domestic violence and sexual assault prosecution
The grant money received each
units, hiring highly skilled investigators, and adding
year from the federal government
supportive victim advocacy services to specialized
is slated for training judges,
units.
The Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association is a
prosecutors, and law enforcement
highly strategic group that researches state-of-the-art
personnel in how to appropriately
training and organizes those seminars for Florida’s
respond to domestic violence and
prosecutors. John Hogenmueller, the association’s
sexual assault crime.
executive director, works tirelessly to select, develop,
10
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The goal was to establish
specialized child protection units,
each enlisting the aid of domestic
violence expert protective
investigator/case managers.

and produce the most up-to-date, evidence-based training for prosecuting domestic violence, sexual assault,
and stalking cases. The FPAA works closely with the
Florida Council Against Sexual Assault (FCASV) to collaborate training for prosecutors working with sexual
assault nurse practitioners (SANE). The goal is to have
every prosecutor in Florida proficient in prosecution
techniques specific to sexual assault crimes.

Law Enforcement: The original Intimate Violence Enhanced Services Team (InVEST) is an investigative unit within the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office (JSO) established in 1999 as a community-based collaborative response to domestic violence homicide. The team reaches out to domestic violence victims in the community identified as
at high risk of lethality by working with a JSO specialty trained detective, administrative support
person, and two advocates from Hubbard House, the certified center in the area. Hubbard House
and the JSO provide a variety of services and interventions to both the domestic violence victim
and the perpetrator. The project was credited with a 30 percent decrease in domestic violence
homicides in Duval County during the first year of operation.
In response to the success of this program, the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence
(FCADV) partnered with the Attorney General’s Office and the Department of Children and Families to pilot a similar effort in 2007 in five of Florida’s counties with the highest rate of domestic
violence homicide based on FDLE 2006 data. This effort is now being expanded in 2009 to an additional six counties with ARRA stimulus funding.
The Attorney General’s Office is providing Victims of Crimes Assistance (VOCA) funding to
certified domestic violence centers for advocate positions to develop partnerships and establish
memorandums of understanding (MOU’s) with the local police agencies. The VAWA STOP Program managed by the Domestic Violence Program Office at the Department of Children and Families funds the law enforcement officers needed for the projects.
The project is designed so the sheriff investigator collaborates daily with the domestic violence
advocate to review all domestic violence arrests, identify potentially lethal cases, and keep track
of perpetrators of domestic violence. Victims receive safety
planning and domestic violence education, and are connected to a wide variety of community services. Perpetrators receive increased monitoring from the law enforcement
agency. The investigator attends several sponsored trainings to develop domestic violence expertise, as well as participates in the statewide domestic violence fatality-review
team meetings. The Florida Coalition Against Domestic
Violence provides ongoing training and technical assistance
to the projects. In fiscal year 2008-2009, Department of Justice funding is helping support four local InVEST projects,
with ten additional proposed projects supported with ARRA
funds.
Victim Services: In fiscal year 2008-2009, the Domestic Violence Program embarked on a crucial mission that
produced an unprecedented partnership between the Department’s Domestic Violence Program and Family Safety child
welfare investigative and case management systems. The
Domestic Violence Program
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goal was to establish specialized child
protection units, each enlisting the aid
of domestic violence expert protective investigator/case managers. The
Domestic Violence Program contracted
with national consultant, David Mandel, whose background includes over
20 years of collaborative work with batterer intervention programs and child
welfare agencies seeking to establish
cohesive working relationships between domestic violence advocates and
child welfare proponents. Mr. Mandel
is known for his unique subject matter
consultative work in Oregon, Colorado,
New York, and Connecticut. The project
was hosted by the Department’s Northeast Region, and centered in Duval,
Clay, Columbia, and Alachua counties.
Child protection supervisors, selected
child protective investigators and case
managers, child welfare attorneys, and
local domestic violence center advocates
were provided specialized training
regarding the importance of having a
domestic violence expert located in each
child protection unit providing staff with
the needed knowledge and skills for appropriately identifying and assessing domestic violence in the home. This project
has been so successful that the Region has requested the same service be provided in the coming
fiscal year to newly hired staff, as well as that the program be expanded into other areas of the Region. Additionally, other areas of the state have expressed strong interest in duplicating the same
processes in their respective communities.
In fiscal year 2008-2009, a series of three statewide coordinated community response workshops
In fiscal year 2008-2009, a series
were hosted to demonstrate the Domestic Violence
of three statewide coordinated
Program’s continued commitment to train and recommunity response workshops
train community partners in the connection between
domestic violence and child welfare maltreatment.
were hosted to demonstrate the
The training events were held regionally in Sarasota,
Domestic Violence Program’s
Ft. Lauderdale, and Destin. David Mandel and Olga
continued commitment to train
Trujillo, a former Department of Justice attorney
and retrain community partners
currently working for a Hispanic Women’s shelter in
St. Paul, Minnesota, and a survivor of profound child
in the connection between
abuse and domestic violence, co-presented to audidomestic violence and child welfare
ences around the state consisting of child welfare
maltreatment.
professionals, attorneys, law enforcement personnel,
mental health and substance abuse providers, do-
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mestic violence advocates, court personnel, and a vast
array of other community professionals who may come
in contact with victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault. Simply put, the fundamental theme conveyed
throughout the training series, as well as explored in
the child protection specialized unit training, is that in
order for any process to be effective it’s essential that
a collaborative approach be enlisted within the community, that all professional members be engaged in
the process, and that continued training be presented
in order to reinforce social trends, explore evidencebased practice, and educate newly hired staff.
The Department received ARRA funding in May 2009 inspiring new hope for small communitybased victim-service programs by extending the ability to expand services to both rural and
urban underserved populations of domestic violence and sexual assault victims. Most of the
programs receiving DOJ funds have developed services targeting disadvantaged victims suffering
from issues surrounding poverty, elderly populations, person with disabilities, and victims experiencing specific language barriers. The ARRA funds have allowed agencies to hire and retain
Spanish-speaking advocates, target elderly populations, and direct services towards migrant
women working in rural isolated communities. ARRA funds will also support seven collaborative
sheriff’s offices and child protection unit projects to enable sheriff child protective investigators
and local domestic violence center advocates opportunities to develop partnerships and share
information, training, and expertise in appropriate assessment and referral practices.

The fundamental theme conveyed
throughout the training series, is
that in order for any process to
be effective it’s essential that a
collaborative approach be enlisted
within the community…

Domestic Violence Program
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FLORIDA COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
FCADV is the agency responsible for
administering state funding to the
certified domestic violence centers.

FCADV Hotline
1-800-500-1119
14
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FLORIDA COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Each year the Department’s Domestic Violence Program’s primary partner, the Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence (FCADV), provides a detailed
analysis regarding the state of domestic violence service delivery and its implications for future needs and
change. The FCADV is the professional organization
for the state’s certified domestic violence centers. Its
mission is “to create a violence-free world by empowering women and children through the elimination of personal and institutional violence and oppression against
all people.”
FCADV is the agency responsible for administering
state funding to the certified domestic violence centers.
That responsibility includes providing educational
services to the centers; assisting centers in resolving problematic agency challenges; maintaining the
privilege communications database; and overseeing
the statewide domestic violence hotline. FCADV also
provides leadership, advocacy, education, and public
policy development on domestic violence and related
issues to private and public organizations, as well as
researches and invents new ways to improve upon existing services, and identifies resources necessary to promote victim safety.
During fiscal year 2008-2009, FCADV received $22,507,757 from state and federal funding
through a contract with the Department of Children and Families (DCF). Funding was dedicated for victim services, technical assistance and training to certified domestic violence centers,
and the expansion and enhancement of those services through special programs. Programs
supported with this funding are described in this section.

Capital Needs Assessment

As part of the Department’s mission to provide support and services to domestic violence
centers, the Domestic Violence Program developed the Capital Needs Assessment which is conducted annually.
The Department’s 2008 capital needs assessment indicated that repairs, renovations, and
additions to existing shelters and the construction of
new shelters continue to prevail as the two most urgent needs of certified domestic violence centers. Ten
of the centers’ shelters were built prior to 1950 and
During fiscal year 2008-2009,
11 between 1950 and 1970. Their outdated infrastrucFCADV received $22,507,757 from
tures and air and heating systems place a drain on
state and federal funding through
the centers because of the costs of repeated repairs.
a contract with the Department of
The needs assessment revealed that 28 centers
require substantial expansion, renovations, and reChildren and Families
pairs to existing shelter facilities; 6 centers require
new structures; and an additional shelter for one

Domestic Violence Program

15

center. Renovations, repair, and additions include
ADA accommodations, air and heating systems, appliances, bed space, fences, fire alarm systems, furniture, generators, hurricane and lightening protection,
parking lots, plumbing systems, roofs, security, sewer
systems, and storage areas.

Capital Improvement Services

Another source of funding channeled through the
Department and earmarked for increasing services to
domestic violence victims is the Capital Improvement
Grant. The Domestic Violence Program in collaboration with the Florida Coalition Against Domestic
Violence is responsible for implementing the Capital
Improvement Grant Program as provided for in Section 39.9055, Florida Statutes, and subject to
legislative appropriation of funds.
Established in 2000, the grant program provides funding to Florida’s certified domestic violence centers for construction, acquisition, repairs, improvements, and upgrades to systems,
facilities, or equipment in accordance with the annual needs assessment. Additionally, domestic
violence centers may use the funds to supplement existing capital improvement efforts.
The 2008 Legislature approved an appropriation of $3 million for the grant program. Six
centers serving Broward, Citrus, Lake, Manatee, Marion, Orange, and Sumter counties were the
recipients of this award in October 2008.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT AWARDS FOR 2008-2009
NAME

AWARD

Citrus CASA
Inverness

$261,966

Creative Services
Ocala

$66,160

Harbor House
Orlando

$359,042

Haven of Lake and Sumter
Leesburg

$324,651

HOPE Family Services
Bradenton

$1,048,554

Women in Distress
Fort Lauderdale

$939,627

TOTAL

$3,000,000

COUNTIES SERVED

REGION/CIRCUIT

Citrus

Central/Circuit 5

Marion

Central/Circuit 5

Orange

Central/Circuit 9

Lake, Sumter

Central/Circuit 5

Manatee

SunCoast/Circuit 12

Broward

Southeast/Circuit 17

The Capital Improvement Grant Program has played a crucial role in ensuring that victims
have a place for refuge and safety in times of crisis. From previous years’ awards, some of the
shelters have upgraded and renovated their shelters to ensure that services continue to offer a
safe and secure environment. In the 2008-2009 fiscal year, the Salvation Army Domestic Violence
Program of Brevard County completed the building of their new shelter facility. Citrus County
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Abuse Shelter Association (CASA) and
HOPE Family Services in Manatee CounFlorida’s 42 Department-certified
ty replaced their shelters and outreach
buildings with new facilities. Creative
domestic violence centers
Services in Marion County renovated
collectively provide 1,842 beds,
bathrooms and kitchen in their existing
ranging from 16-bed shelters to
shelter to bring them to code and make
larger 102-bed shelters.
them ADA compliant. They were also
able to add a fixed playground for the
children surrounded with new security
fencing. Haven of Lake and Sumter
Counties completed their shelter renovations to add beds and upgrade security with modern
equipment and fencing. Women in Distress in Broward County are extensively renovating a newly
acquisitioned older facility that will open in early 2010 to replace their current facilities. Harbor
House in Orange County renovated to add beds and is currently in the process of adding more
beds and retrofitting an aging sewage system. These upgrades and renovations provided 60 more
shelter beds statewide during the 2008-2009 fiscal year.
Florida’s 42 Department-certified domestic violence centers collectively provide 1,842 beds,
ranging from 16-bed shelters to larger 102-bed shelters. The Florida Coalition Against Domestic
Violence reports that during fiscal year 2008-2009, centers provided emergency shelter to 14,667
women, children, and men, an increase of 1 percent from the previous fiscal year. Additionally, 3
percent of shelter residents and their children had to sleep on cots, sofas, or in sleeping bags due
to lack of shelter beds. Over 6,500 victims received alternative housing accommodations because
shelter space was not available.
Centers are designed to provide temporary emergency shelter for a standard length of stay
of approximately 42 days; however,
it may take the survivor much longer
to secure resources and safe, affordable housing. With a 23 percent
increase of victims given alternative housing accommodations, the
numbers suggest that survivors
receiving shelter are staying longer.
The U.S. Conference of Mayors, in
their 2007 Status Report on Hunger
and Homelessness in America’s
Cities: A 23-City Survey, reports
that domestic violence is one of the
top three causes of homelessness
for households with children. Of the
23 cities reporting data, 12.1 percent of the homeless population is women with children in a
domestic violence situation.
Many victims and their families stay with their abuser because of the lack of safe shelters. In
2008, the Florida Department of Law Enforcement reported that there were 113,123 reported
incidents of domestic violence and 67,615 arrests. However, it is well known that many offenses
are not reported to law enforcement. Of the reported incidents, 180 were for murder, 14 for
manslaughter, 1,965 for forcible sex offenses, and 20,462 for aggravated assault. These numbers
make it clear that there is a need for emergency shelters to protect and save lives.

Domestic Violence Program
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Child Protection Investigators (CPI)
Initiative

Central to creating effective child protection
intervention where domestic violence exists is
building partnerships between child protection investigators and certified domestic violence centers.
This collaboration building has been a high priority for FCADV. FCADV created and disseminated
a Child and Youth Program Advocate Survey and
created a CPI Training Curriculum and Train-theTrainer Curriculum for Child Protection Investigators and domestic violence advocates.
After developing and printing the Train the
Trainer CPI Curricula, FCADV staff conducted three
regional one-day Train the Trainer Institutes in
Miami, Orlando and Gainesville. FCADV staff established a detailed list of FCADV Authorized Trainers
to be used as reference for future CPI Trainings.
Twelve four-hour CPI Trainings titled Building
the Bridge to Collaboration were conducted during FY 2008-2009 in five DCF regions, training over
200 participants.

Economic Justice

The mission of the FCADV’S Economic Justice Initiative is to provide training, information and
resources to address the economic conditions that create barriers to the long-term independence
and safety of survivors and their children. Ultimately, economic justice means fairness and equality for survivors to have the ability to make decisions about their lives, and about intimate relationships, without fear of negative financial impact.
Financial instability is reported to be the number one obstacle for someone escaping domestic
violence and the reason that survivors most often give for why they stay or have returned to their
abuser. The ability to survive financially without the
abuser, presents challenges, whether it be due to loss
of income, a place to live, childcare, healthcare or
Financial instability is reported
other money issues, including access to credit.
to be the number one obstacle
Safe options include making informed decisions
about how to avoid predatory lending and consumer
for someone escaping domestic
scams, building good credit, accessing resources for
violence and the reason that
affordable housing, financial education and for buildsurvivors most often give for
ing assets through savings, home ownership or enwhy they stay or have returned
trepreneurship. In addition to reforms in the criminal
justice system and resources to create safe options for
to their abuser.
women and children in immediate danger that have occurred over the past decade, implementing economic
justice strategies can improve the many social conditions that prevent long-term independence and safety for survivors.
As a part of the Economic Justice Initiative, FCADV provides on-site, regional and statewide
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trainings, as well as, technical assistance, to Florida’s certified
domestic violence centers. Over 250 individuals were trained
during fiscal year 2008-2009 throughout Florida. Center advocates learn how to build skills for working with survivors of domestic violence on economic justice related issues. Skills include
the following:
• Understanding the dynamics of financial abuse
• Financial literacy – learning personal financial management,
building spending plans, planning to save, banking options,
• Alternatives to predatory lenders in the community
• Accessing Earned Income Credits,
• Affordable housing resources and VAWA housing protections,
and
• Opportunities for building financial stability including matched
savings programs and micro-business

Fatality Review Steering Committee Collaborative Training and Teams

The Department of Children and Families collaborated with FCADV to create a Statewide Domestic Violence Fatality Review Steering Committee. The project was funded through an award
from the Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and Enforcement of Protection Orders Program,
administered by the U. S. Department of Justice. During fiscal year 2008-2009, the statewide fatality review steering committee met in Tallahassee on November 18, 2008, and in Jacksonville on
April 6, 2009. Representatives from DCF, FCADV, Department of Corrections, Office of the Attorney General, sheriffs’ and police chiefs’
associations, state attorneys, domestic
violence centers, batterer intervention
The project was funded through
programs, Office of State Court Adminan award from the Grants to
istration, Florida Department of Law
Encourage Arrest Policies and
Enforcement, and local fatality review
teams discussed gaps in services and
Enforcement of Protection Orders
opportunities for collaboration to reProgram, administered by the U. S.
duce the number of domestic violence
Department of Justice.
fatalities in Florida.
A statewide training on domestic
violence fatality review was also held
in conjunction with the Jacksonville
meeting. National experts and project
consultants, Dr. Neil Websdale and Matthew Dale, provided training on recent trends in domestic
violence fatality review, and led participants in mock fatality reviews. FCADV staff also provided
technical assistance visits to local fatality review teams at various locations around the state,
developed and disseminated an electronic newsletter related to statewide and local domestic
violence fatality review activities, as well as maintained information and resources relating to
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fatality review teams in Florida and other states on FCADV’s webpage. For more information on
local Fatality Review Teams refer to page 45.

Legal Initiatives

The Legal Clearinghouse Project began in 1997 as
The Clearinghouse Project has
a pilot program, the first in the country, to provide leserved as a national model for other
gal representation to victims of domestic violence at
state coalitions to provide legal
final hearings for Injunctions for Protection Against
Domestic Violence and legal advice and consultation
services to survivors of domestic
to victims. FCADV subcontracts with legal services
and sexual violence.
providers (Clearinghouse Attorneys) who accept
client referrals from Florida’s certified domestic
violence centers throughout the state. The Clearinghouse Project has served as a national
model for other state coalitions to provide legal services to survivors of domestic and sexual
violence. Additionally, FCADV’s Legal Department provides training and technical assistance
to the Legal Clearinghouse Project attorneys, domestic violence center advocates, and other
professions to increase their knowledge and share information about legal issues related to
serving survivors of domestic, sexual, and dating violence and stalking.
During fiscal year 2008-2009, FCADV’s Legal Department Clearinghouse Attorneys provided
4,677 legal consultations and 1,366 legal representations at injunction for protection hearings to
survivors of domestic, sexual and dating violence.
FCADV subcontracts with Florida Legal Services, Inc., to operate the domestic violence legal
hotline to provide advice to domestic violence victims, as well as attorneys and advocates who
assist victims. Over 2,917 callers received legal advice, information and referrals from legal
hotline staff.
On January 13, 2009, the Legal Department held a one-day training for Legal Clearinghouse
attorneys and domestic violence center advocates in Tampa. A total of 36 participants attended
the event and heard presentations on interstate custody issues, cross examination of custody
evaluators, supervised visitation, and a view from the bench from a sitting judge on the domestic violence injunction court. The Florida
Bar awarded CLE credit to attorneys who
attended.
The Legal Department also provides
training on legal issues that impact victims
of domestic violence at trainings and conferences sponsored by other organizations
in the civil and criminal justice systems.
During FY 2008-2009, FCADV’s Legal Department presented the following information at conferences throughout the state:
•
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issues for investigators, caseworkers, domestic violence center advocates, and other mental health
professionals at summit hosted by
the Miami-Dade Children’s Initiative,
January 30, 2009, Miami.
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•

Domestic violence issues at Florida Association of Family and Conciliation Courts Annual meeting, February 27, 2009, Tampa.

•

Domestic violence and parenting plans, Dade County Court System’s Lunch and Learn
series, April 22, 2009, Miami.

•

Divorce and custody issues at the FCADV Battered Women Formerly Battered Women
Caucus, May 11, 2009, Orlando.

•

Domestic Violence/Dependency Training for Judiciary, in conjunction with Harbor
House, March 4, 2009, in Orlando.

•

In addition, the Legal Department conducted the following onsite trainings at domestic violence centers on legal issues impacting survivors of domestic violence:

The Legal Department also
provides training on legal issues
that impact victims of domestic
violence at trainings and
conferences sponsored by other
organizations in the civil and
criminal justice systems.

•

Miami-Dade Advocates for Victims, Miami,
September 16, 2008, Confidentiality, Privilege
and Ethics.

•

The Lodge, Miami, September 22, 2008, injunctions for protection and divorce/custody
laws.

•

Domestic Abuse Council, Daytona Beach,
October 21, 2008, injunctions for protection,
alternative dispute resolution, and a legislative update.

•

Lee Conlee House, Palatka, October 22, 2008, confidentiality and privilege.

•

Shelter House, Ft. Walton Beach, November 17, 2008, injunctions for protection and
divorce/custody laws.

•

SPARCC, Hope Family Services, and CARE,
Venice, April 27, 2009, divorce/custody laws
and alternative dispute resolution.

Listening Project Focus Groups

The goal of this project is to ensure that the
voices of survivors remain central to, and continue
to inform the work of the Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence (FCADV).
According to FCADV, a central theme of this
project is the understanding that the insight provided by survivors is crucial to their work and the
Battered Women’s Movement. With this as their
focus, FCADV will continue to provide opportunities for battered/formerly battered women to share
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their successes, challenges, and lessons
learned from their encounters on the road
to safety.
FCADV heard the voices of 106 females
and one male survivor of domestic violence representing rural (27 percent),
urban (39 percent) and suburban (24 percent) communities across the state, as
well as from young, middle age, and elder
survivors. Fifty-five percent of those who
completed our demographic survey had
children living in the home. Thirty-one
percent were single, 25 percent of the
women were separated, 20 percent were
divorced and 18 percent married. Fortyeight percent were unemployed and looking for work, 4 percent were retired, and
only 18 percent were employed full time.
Survivors told FCADV over and over that their two most pressing needs are for affordable
housing and for a fair, better educated and sensitive justice system: judges, family law attorneys,
law enforcement and prosecution, including immigration laws and enforcement. Survivors also
voiced that the next most pressing need is for jobs that paid a living wage, and quality and affordable childcare.
In addition to listening to the voices of survivors of domestic violence, the project also
focused efforts from the Listening Project on hearing the voices of domestic violence advocates. Participation included 55 female advocates, and one male domestic violence advocate,
all employed full time in domestic violence centers across the state.
Hearing from advocates is crucial in that they are the usually the initial point of contact
when a survivor seeks shelter assistance. They also build a strong rapport
with the survivor and understand
In addition to listening to the
first hand the numerous issues and
voices of survivors of domestic
obstacles presented in trying to seek
violence, the project also focused
and maneuver through supports and
services during this critical and often
efforts from the Listening Project
dangerous time.
on hearing the voices of domestic
The project focused on asking advoviolence advocates.
cates to describe needs and suggested
improvements to the following areas
of housing, law enforcement contact,
judicial and legal assistance. Advocates reiterated the needs identified by the survivors including
a need for affordable housing and affordable living wage job opportunities. They too identified
that an emphasis on a heightened awareness of domestic violence issues, through education and
training of law enforcement and the judicial system, should continually be at the forefront of addressing needs.
For a full copy of the report, please visit www.fcadv.org and click on “Projects and Programs,”
then “Survivor Listening Project.”
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Quality Assurance

The FCADV Quality Assurance (QA)
During fiscal year 2008-2009,
Unit provides procurement, managethe QA Unit provided contract
ment, and monitoring of service promanagement for 86 contracts and
viders under agreement or contract.
conducted oversight-monitoring
During fiscal year 2008-2009, the QA
Unit provided contract management for
review on all of the certified
86 contracts and conducted oversightdomestic violence centers.
monitoring review on all of the certified
domestic violence centers. The oversight reviews incorporated the FCADV
standards, contract terms and conditions, as well as other applicable laws and regulations. The
FCADV Standards were revised during fiscal year 2007-2008 and were incorporated into the
existing monitoring tools used to monitor the certified domestic violence centers for compliance
during fiscal year 2008-2009. The QA Unit also provides training opportunities to centers related
to various topics including the Alice data system that provides case management and definitions,
accounting, cost allocation, contracts, budgets, and incident reporting.

Resources and Educational Materials

FCADV operates the statewide domestic violence hotline with information available in English,
Spanish, and Creole. From anywhere in Florida, a survivor can access the nearest domestic
violence center for emergency services by dialing 1-800-500-1119 and pressing the No. 1 after the
prompt. FCADV subcontracts with Florida Legal Services to operate the Domestic Violence Legal
Hotline. Legal advice, referrals, and information for victims are available by pressing No. 3 on
the menu. Services are also provided in English, Spanish, and Creole. During the 2008-2009 fiscal
year, 19,686 calls were received by the certified domestic violence centers and FCADV. The legal
hotline received 2,710 calls and the Spanish/Creole hotline received 676.
FCADV also operates a lending library and webpage with resources on domestic violence
issues of interest to everyone. Library resources include videos, books, and articles on a wide
variety of issues related to domestic violence,
including teen dating violence, elder abuse,
the effects of domestic violence on children,
and more.

Rural Initiative

The mission of the Rural Initiative is to
provide for the safety of the most isolated and
endangered victims of domestic and sexual violence in rural areas within the state of Florida.
The initiative is based on the communityorganizing model whereby community and
judicial organizing is essential to the long-term
success of direct services provided to rural
victims. Communities participating in the initiative include DeSoto, Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Lake, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Nassau,
Pasco, Sarasota, St. Johns, Sumter, Taylor, and Wakulla counties through subcontracts with six
certified domestic violence centers. Services provided include facilitated trainings on d
 omestic
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violence and/or sexual violence for community-based
organizations; facilitated trainings on elder domestic violence; and facilitated trainings on domestic violence and/
or sexual violence for diverse populations including the
African-American and Hispanic communities.

Training and Technical Assistance

As presented in several of the above-mentioned projects, FCADV offers a variety of training and technical
assistance statewide to certified domestic violence centers, legal providers, and other allied partners during the
2008–2009 fiscal year. Resources are offered to increase
the knowledge of and services for survivors of domestic
violence.
Below are several highlights of training and technical
assistance for the 2008-2009 fiscal year provided by FCADV.

With funding from Governor Crist’s Primary Prevention of Domestic Violence
Initiative, FCADV provided numerous webinars, on-site trainings and technical
assistance visits for Florida’s 42 certified domestic violence centers on the issue
of primary prevention. Examples of training topics included: Primary Prevention
of Intimate Partner Violence, Effective Curriculum Development, Engaging
Your Community Action Team, Strengthening Your Prevention System, Youth
Leadership in Prevention Work, Evaluation of Primary Prevention Programs, and
Creating Logic Models for Primary Prevention.
The FCADV Prevention Team held both statewide and regional events
related to primary prevention of intimate partner violence for member
centers and their community partners. Such events included: three
regional evaluation trainings, three regional learning exchanges,
and a statewide primary prevention institute. These events included
numerous training topics delivered by experts from the intimate partner
violence prevention field.
The Third Annual Statewide Primary Prevention Institute was held on
April 15 - 16, and was titled; Planning for a Violence Free Future.
There were 69 center employees at this training. Speakers included:
Pippin Whitaker, FCADV’s Empowerment Evaluator; Shelley Serdahely and
Bernard Ellis from Men Stopping Violence; Colleen Gallopin and Tabitha
Joyner from Break the Cycle; Aimee Thompson from Close to Home; and
David Lee from the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault.
The two-day training institute provided center staff with new tools to use
in their primary prevention work. Presentations included: Community
Mobilization: A Promising Strategy, Using Social Marketing to Prevent Violence
Against Women, Engaging Youth & Changing Policies, Because We Have
Daughters, and Evaluating Primary Prevention Change: Advanced Issues.
Participants particularly enjoyed the information regarding social marketing
and engaged in a discussion about what types of marketing strategies to
implement in Florida to prevent intimate partner violence.
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During the 2008-09, FCADV began its first round of Survivor Listening
Projects. The goal of the project was to ensure that the voices
survivors remain central to and inform the work done by FCADV.
More than 200 domestic violence and sexual assault advocates, executive
directors, and community partners convened in Orlando for this year’s
Statewide Institute, Embracing Diversity: Bridging the Cultural Divide held
May 12 and 13. The tone of the conference was set by a moving keynote
presentation, entitled: We Are the Ones They Have Been Waiting For...by
Elaine Whitefeather, co-founder of Whitefeather Bassinger & Associates. This
presentation was a perfect lead in for the next day’s key note presentation
where the audience was captivated by Rosie Hidalgo, director of policy for
Casa de Esperanza, who spoke about cultural approaches to community
engagement. Workshops included: Working with Native American Survivors,
Domestic Violence in Faith Communities, Understanding Domestic and Dating
Violence as a Global Human Rights Issue, and the cross generational/ethnic
panel discussion entitled A Return to our Roots: Listening to the Voices of
Survivors Domestic Violence, and the energetic Emotional Intelligence and
Valuing Diversity: Exploring the Interconnections. FCADV staff provided a
workshop entitled: Reconociendo Nuestras Contribuciones y Movilizando
Asesoras Hispanas/Latinas Dentro del Movimiento Feminist, (Recognizing the
Contributions and Mobilizing Latina and Hispanic Advocates in the Feminist
Movement) at this year’s Annual Institute. FCADV received several workshop
evaluations requesting more Spanish speaking workshops.
This year’s annual conference featured the successful Healthy Advocate
Initiative. Centers from throughout the state responded to the
four-week Challenge to Change by exercising more, making healthy food
choices, and smoking less. Some centers worked as a team to increase
their health while at other centers other advocates acted individually. Robin
Basinger’s two presentations on building healthy advocates were very
well received. In the follow up survey, an advocate stated, “You don’t
realize the link between health and attitude until something like this
challenge comes along. I feel so much better and my work is a lot less
stressful since I started working out at the gym and walking with a
friend. I seem to be able to achieve more tasks and feel more energized.”
FCADV’s Child and Youth Training Institute brought together 122
individuals to explore the unique needs of children and youth who have
experienced domestic violence.
FCADV held two leadership and management issues trainings for shelter
directors/managers in 2008-2009. Increasing Options for Immigrant &
Refugee Survivors of Domestic, Assisting Immigrant Survivors: A
Collaborative Approach, and Advocate Self Care and Increasing Shelter
Capacity was provided to shelter managers/directors.

Florida’s Domestic Violence Centers

The Department of Children and Families Domestic Violence Program Office serves as the
state’s clearinghouse on domestic violence information. Certification of the leading providers of
domestic violence programs in Florida is a principle role. During the 2008-2009 fiscal year, the
Department not only renewed certifications for 42 domestic violence centers, but also provided
supervision, direction. and administration of activities related to the intervention and prevention
of domestic violence.
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Certified domestic violence centers provide free and confidential services in undisclosed locations for any person victimized in an abusive intimate relationship. Core services include a
24-hour hotline, emergency shelter for more than 24 hours, counseling, case (service) management, child assessments, information and referrals, community education, professional training,
and safety planning. Individuals may access services
through each center’s individual hotline or through the
statewide toll-free hotline at 800-500-1119.
Core services include a 24-hour
Centers enhance their services to women, chilhotline, emergency shelter for
dren and men by offering a wide array of additional
more than 24 hours, counseling,
services, including transportation, legal advocacy,
relocation assistance, transitional housing, life skills
case (service) management,
training, prevention programs in schools and much
child assessments, information
more. While the adult domestic violence survivor is the
and referrals, community
primary individual receiving services, several centers
education, professional training,
also provide additional specialized services for children beyond the required child needs assessment and
and safety planning.
advocacy, such as on-site public school classes and
daycare. Through community school-based programs
and support groups, centers work to prevent domestic
violence crimes. Several centers also offer batterer intervention programs for individuals adjudged as committing an act of domestic violence or dating violence.
Florida’s certified domestic violence centers continue to increase their capacity to provide
services throughout the year. Currently, some centers are renovating older facilities or constructing new shelter facilities to increase bed space. In 2008-2009, shelters ranged from small 16-bed
shelters to larger 102-bed facilities, averaging 40 beds per
shelter and totaling 1,794 beds available for survivors and
their children. The centers strive to offer homelike settings
where survivors may seek refuge and feel safe.
In fiscal year 2008-2009, Florida’s certified domestic violence centers provided emergency shelter to 14,667 women,
children, and men, a 1.1 percent increase from the previous
year, with women and children as the primary recipients of
services. Children who fled the violence with their parent
accounted for 46 percent of the shelter residents. A child’s
exposure to a parent’s violence increases his or her risk
of becoming an abuser or the survivor of violence as an
adult. As mentioned above, many centers have established
specialized prevention programs in an effort to prevent
violence in the adult lives of these children.
Florida’s domestic violence centers reported 419,338
days of shelter this fiscal year. Each center is designed to
provide temporary emergency shelter for a standard length
of stay of approximately 42 days, or six weeks. However, the survivor may take much longer to
secure necessary resources to attain independent living, such as safe and affordable housing.
The lack of affordable housing and the time needed to earn or acquire funding for the first and
last month’s rent, utility deposit, and other housing expenses may force the survivor to stay in
emergency shelter much longer than intended.
Domestic violence survivors come from all ethnic, economic, and religious backgrounds and
are various ages. During the 2008-2009 fiscal year, the most common ethnicities given emergency
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shelter were 6,036 Caucasians, 4,455
African-Americans, and 3,074 Hispanic-Americans. Centers also continue to
focus on reaching underserved populations. Centers provided emergency
shelter to 105 Asians, 157 Haitians, 67
Native Americans, and 62 Middle Easterners. The Middle Eastern population
served by the centers almost doubled
with an increase of 45 percent. The
great diversity of ethnicities in both
shelter and outreach has created a
challenge for the centers to increase
culturally specific services. More centers are requesting multilingual speakers, many times using local volunteers
for assistance. Some centers provide
language classes for their employees.
Today, centers are offering many new programs to expand services and the centers’ visibility
in their communities. Services include rent and utility assistance, food, clothing and much more.
During fiscal year 2008-2009, the centers provided outreach services to 40,421 women, children,
and men. Partnering with other organizations and institutions in their communities provides
opportunities for educational programs or support group services such as county health departments to work with fathers and children, juvenile detention centers to provide educational sessions on domestic violence dynamics, school systems to provide anti-violence and teen dating
violence programming, and chambers of commerce to develop economic empowerment programs.
The centers work collaboratively with the various legal providers in their services areas and
many centers have court advocate programs in their respective courthouses.
The majority of adult individuals served during
the year are ages 30 through 44, with 3,248 served
in shelters and 14,778 served in outreach programs.
The majority of adult individuals
Individuals between the ages of 18 and 29 are close
served during the year are
behind with 3,177 served in shelters and 12,881 served
ages 30 through 44, with 3,248
in outreach. Domestic violence centers also reach out
to Florida’s elder populations. Abuse in elder relaserved in shelters and 14,778
tionships has the same signs and symptoms as other
served in outreach programs.
forms of domestic violence. In fiscal year 2008-2009,
107 individuals 60 years and older were served in
emergency shelters, with 1,211 served in outreach. As
the numbers of baby boomers enter this age group, the figures are anticipated to rise.
During the 2008-2009 fiscal year, centers provided 446,867 hours of counseling to survivors of
domestic violence, including support groups, individual face-to-face counseling, and telephone
counseling-an increase of four percent from the previous year. Centers counseled 53,520 people
face-to-face and 59,856 people via telephone. Centers have renovated and built new outreach
facilities in the last few years with multi-purpose spaces to accommodate the growing need for
individual and group counseling and to provide room for training opportunities to professionals
and participants of the programs.
Centers also responded to 101,299 hotline calls this year. Each domestic violence center operates a hotline 24 hours a day, seven days a week, staffed by specially trained advocates. Hotlines
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are a critical link to survivor safety that provides safety
planning, advocacy, and information and referrals to
individuals in crisis who are seeking assistance. It is for
this reason that the Florida Coalition Against Domestic
Violence funds and coordinates not only the statewide domestic violence hotline but also the Spanish and Haitian/
Creole speaking domestic violence hotline.
Community education and public awareness are powerful tools in changing attitudes and understanding about
domestic violence. The opportunities for the public to
learn about the dynamics of domestic violence are essential to ensuring survivor safety. Throughout the year,
center advocates provide their communities with numerous educational and public awareness activities. They
present to classrooms, boardrooms, social/service clubs,
and churches. They hold rallies, dedications, and memorials. They provide professional trainings for law enforcement, healthcare providers, social service agencies, court
personnel, the State Attorney’s Office, the military, law
schools, homeless organizations, and the public. Center
advocates also write articles for their local paper and media outlets and conduct many other
activities. Collectively, the centers provided 9,210 educational events with 255,723 people in attendance. While the number of attendance only increased by 4 percent, the total events increased by
7 percent from the previous fiscal year. In addition, the centers provided 986 media presentations
during the year that included television and radio advertisements and talk show programs.
The Department collects performance evaluation data established by the legislature for certified centers. The performance measure requires the completion of a family safety and security
plan for each adult and child survivor in shelter for 72 hours or more. Successful safety planning
is based on a variety of factors that involve education on the dynamics of domestic violence, knowledge and availability of
Community education and
community resources, and assistance in
public awareness are powerful
implementing the safety plan. In the 2008tools in changing attitudes and
2009 fiscal year, 97 percent of these surunderstanding about domestic
vivors reportedly received a safety plan
after 72 hours or more. Upon entrance to
violence.
the shelter, each survivor works with an
advocate to create an individual safety
plan updated as their circumstances
change during their shelter stay with a final plan completed prior to their exit from the shelter.
Ongoing safety planning assists survivors in planning how to remain safe during their stay at the
shelter and after they leave.
Overall, center services and the number of clients served have generally remained stable from
previous years. Variations in some data are due to a new statistical reporting system and collection methodology making it difficult to compare data from year to year. The new system, called
Alice, was implemented by the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence during the fiscal year.
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Service Provided in Fiscal Year 2008-2009
Emergency Shelter

Community Education

Total Individuals Served

14,667

Events Hosted

9,210

Women

7,896

Attendance at Events

255,723

Children

6,727

Men

44

Trainings

1,229

419,338

Attendance

14,651

Days of Shelter

Professional Training

Counseling

Media

Individuals Counseled

113,376

Counseling Hours

446,866

Units

986

Case Management

33,197

Information and Referrals

559,206

Child Assessments

7,483

Hotline Calls

101,299

Individuals Provided
Safety Planning

112,515

Individuals Leaving Shelter After
72+ Hours
Total Adults

6,112

Leaving with Safety Plan

5,927

Client Demographics for Fiscal Year 2008-2009
Age of Individuals Served in Shelter

Age of Individuals Served in
Outreach

0-17 years

6,718

0-17 years

5,031

18-29 years

3,177

18-29 years

12,881

30-44 years

3,248

30-44 years

14,778

45-59 years

1,401

45-59 years

6,520

60 years and older

107

60 years and older

1,211

Ethnicity of Individuals Served in
Shelter

Ethnicity of Individuals Served in
Outreach

African-American

4,455

African-American

9,665

Asian

105

Asian

343

Caucasian

6,036

Caucasian

21,453

Haitian

157

Haitian

345

Hispanic

3,074

Hispanic

7,145

Middle Eastern

62

Middle Eastern

87

Native American

67

Native American

153

Other

695

Other

1,230

For more information and resources please visit the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence
website at: www.fcadv.org A listing of local center’s contact information is available on this website.
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2008 Domestic Violence Counts

The National Census of Domestic Violence Services
Florida Summary
On September 17, 2008, 40 out of 42, or 95 percent, of identified
domestic violence programs in Florida participated in the 2008
National Census of Domestic Violence Services. The following are
a few statistics representing information provided by those 40
Florida programs who participated in reporting about services
provided during the 24-hour survey period:
• 814 hotline calls answered
• 1,239 individuals in communities across Florida attended 46 training sessions provided by local domestic violence programs, gaining
much needed information on domestic violence prevention and early
intervention
• Domestic violence hotlines are a lifeline for victims in danger, providing support, information, safety planning, and resources. In the
24-hour survey period, domestic violence programs answered more
than 34 hotline calls every hour.
• 2,942 victims served in one day
• 1,859 domestic violence victims found refuge in emergency shelters
or transitional housing provided by local domestic violence programs.
• 1,083 adults and children received nonresidential assistance and
services, including individual counseling, legal advocacy, and children’s support groups.
(taken from www.nnedv.org)
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THE FLORIDA COUNCIL AGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE (FCASV)
The Florida Council Against Sexual Violence (FCASV)
has made substantial progress this year working to improve the response to victims of sexual violence in Florida.
The Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner/Sexual Assault Response Team (SANE/SART) project, provided by FCASV,
trains healthcare professionals seeking to become medical
examiners. In addition, the project trains law enforcement
officers, advocates and prosecuting attorneys on how to
function more effectively as part of a Sexual Assault Response Team. The 2008-2009 training reached 113 allied
professions through four, 40-hour regional trainings. In
addition, this training was provided to Royal Caribbean
Cruise Lines medical staff. This marked the first time
training has been provided to cruise line staff, in the
United States, in the provision of forensic medical exams to victims of sexual assault.
Four STOP grant funded regional Sexual Assault Response Team development trainings and four regional trainings for law enforcement officers/investigators geared toward investigating acquaintance rape
were also provided. These trainings reached 94 allied professionals and 105 law enforcement professionals,
respectively. Each of these projects is part of a multi-faceted strategy designed to improve the response to
victims of sexual violence statewide through support, and enhancement, of local coordinated community
response.
In addition to projects deployed locally and regionally, FCASV has established a statewide Sexual Assault
Response Team Advisory Committee. A broad representation of members includes: Department of Health,
Department of Children and Families, Legal Affairs, FDLE Crime Lab, Florida Hospital Association, local
rape crisis programs, system-based advocates, law enforcement agencies, State Attorneys’ Offices, and
forensic medical examiners. FCASV, the Office of the Attorney General and the Florida Sheriff’s Association
began the statewide SART Advisory Committee’s work by convening a planning committee in June, 2009.
Other noteworthy accomplishments this fiscal year include:
•

Support of legislation requiring law enforcement agencies to distribute the Sexual Battery Victims
Rights and Remedies brochure. Every victim of sexual violence, who law enforcement responds to, will
receive the brochure. FCASV oversaw the development, printing and statewide distribution of 70,000
brochures. The brochure provides contact information for each jurisdiction’s local, certified rape crisis center

•

FCASV developed and distributed the 40-hour Advocacy Core Training (ACT) via CD. This training
is required of every certified rape center employee who has direct contact with a victim/survivor of
sexual violence. The CD is an on-going effort to deliver effective training and technical assistance in a
highly cost-effective manner

•

For more information and resources please visit the Florida Council Against Sexual Violence website
at: www.fcasv.org

Rape Crisis Hotline
1-800-956-7273
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BATTERERS INTERVENTION PROGRAMS
Batterer intervention programs provide educational services to domestic violence offenders
who have committed domestic violence against their current or former intimate partner. Florida
law requires the court to order a defendant who had been found guilty of, has had adjudication
withheld on, or has pled nolo contendere to a crime of domestic violence to attend a batterer
intervention program, unless it can be stated on the record why batterer intervention might be
inappropriate. The batterer intervention program must be a state-certified program (Section
741.281, F. S.). Offenders are referred to intervention using several methods, including by the
civil courts through the injunction process or by the criminal courts because of misdemeanor or
felony probation. Referrals may also come from pretrial or diversion programs in state attorneys’
offices, from the Department of Children and Families, or by self-referral.
Batterer intervention is a key ingredient in a community’s domestic violence prevention effort and not
Intervention is not therapy, but
intended to act alone to solve domestic violence or
an educational approach that
as a substitute for jail, probation, or fines. Ending
domestic violence takes a coordinated community
provides the batterer with tools
response, and batterer intervention serves as an adfor creating and maintaining
ditional tool for the courts and communities to hold
non-abusive relationships.
batterers accountable for their violent acts. Intervention is not therapy, but an educational approach
that provides the batterer with tools for creating and
maintaining non-abusive relationships.
The certification of Florida’s batterer intervention programs and assessors was established
by the 1995 Legislature following recommendations by the Florida Commission on Minimum
Standards for Batterer Intervention. The goal of the initiative was to provide standardized programming to further the safety of victims and their children and to hold batterers accountable
for their violence. The Department of Children and Families Domestic Violence Program Office
is responsible for the promulgation of the minimum
standards, including the certification and monitoring of
both programs and assessors based on these criteria.
(Section 741.32-327, F. S., and Chapter 65H-2, F.A.C.). To
assist with the onsite annual monitoring of providers, the
Department contracted with ENSYNC Diversified Management Services, Inc.
During the 2008-09 fiscal year, initial certifications
were approved for 6 programs and 9 assessors. In addition, 24 assessors and 9 programs did not renew their
certification. Reasons for non-renewal included health
issues, retirement, and lack of referrals. As of June 30,
2009, 15 programs were not conducting group sessions
due to lack of referrals. Based on numbers reported by
82 percent of the certified programs, there has been a
12.7 percent decrease in referrals statewide. Currently,
there are 132 programs and 219 assessors certified by
the Department.
Certified programs operate by a set of minimum stan-
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dards that provide guidance for maintaining program
quality and integrity. The state standards require that
programs be a minimum of 29 weeks in length, including intake/enrollment, assessment, orientation, and
a minimum of 24 weekly classes. Each weekly class
is for 1 hour and 30 minutes and the content is based
on a psycho-educational model that identifies power
and control as the central issue. The model does not
include the management of behavioral outbursts as in
anger management programs or relationship problems
as in couples counseling, which is strictly prohibited.
The premise of the model is that violence is a learned
and chosen tactic to control an intimate partner and
can be “unlearned” through education and intervention. Programs are self-supporting and funded with
fees from the participants as payment for their intervention. Payment for services is important to the batterers taking responsibility for their acts of violence.
Certification Minimum Standards, Chapter 65H-2,
F.A.C., along with associated forms and applications,
may be found at: www.dcf.state.fl.us/domesticviolence/.
Listings of the most current certified programs and assessors are also provided.
To further enhance the quality of services, the Department’s Domestic Violence Program sponsored a series of regional training workshops designed for batterer intervention providers. Professionals in child welfare, domestic violence advocacy, probation and parole, law enforcement, the
courts, and other community partners were also invited to attend. The regional trainings were
presented by the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence and held in Tallahassee on February
25, in Tampa on February 26, in Miami on March 11, and in St. Petersburg on March 13, 2009.
The topic of the workshops was the Batterer as a Parent, and was facilitated by one of the nation’s leading experts on men who batter, Dr. David Adams. The training provided an opportunity
for attendees to examine characteristics of men who batter and identify how those characteristics influence parenting skills. Dr. Adams, noted author and co-founder of Emerge, the first
abuser education program in the U. S., is an international trainer and has authored, Why Do
They Kill? Men Who Murder Their Intimate Partners, as well as numerous articles, including
“Identifying the Assaultive Husband in Court: You Be the Judge”, published in the Boston Bar
Journal, Dec.1, 1999. Dr. Adams is a commissioner on the Massachusetts Governor’s Council on
Sexual and Domestic Violence and director of the National Danger Assessment Training Project.
This training series concluded with a two-day
statewide training workshop on June 18-19, 2009, in
Orlando. David Mandel, who has been working in the
The state standards require
domestic violence field for over 20 years, led the workthat programs be a minimum
shop. Mr. Mandel consults nationally on improving sysof 29 weeks in length, including
tems’ responses to domestic violence when children
are involved and on batterer accountability. Currently,
intake/enrollment, assessment,
he has been working closely with the Department’s
orientation, and a minimum of
Family Safety circuit staff and community partners to
24 weekly classes.
facilitate a better understanding of the intersection of
child protection issues and intimate partner violence.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
2008-09
The Legislature concluded its extended regular session on May 8, 2009. The following
bills relating to domestic violence were adopted.
Committee Substitute for CS for Senate Bill 126, Confidential Records
of Children, by Senator Dockery and others. (Chapter No. 2009-34) This bill authorizes the
sharing of confidential and exempt information among all state and local agencies and
programs that provide services to children or are responsible for the children’s safety, if the
information is reasonably necessary to assure access to services or the safety of the child.
However, the bill specifically excludes information relating to clients and records of certified
domestic violence centers from the sharing provision. Effective July 1, 2009.
CS/SB 412, Service of Process, by Senator Crist and others. (Chapter No. 2009-215)
This bill allows sheriffs to serve a facsimile copy of a protective injunction instead of a certified copy in domestic violence and sexual violence cases. Thus, faster service of process
could be accomplished in these cases. The bill also amends current law to provide that law
enforcement may arrest a person who has violated a condition of pretrial release when the
original arrest was for an act of dating violence. Effective July 1, 2009.
CS/CS/SB 904, Parental Responsibility and Time-Sharing, by Senator Deutch and
others. (Chapter 2009-180) This bill amends current law to provide that the rebuttable presumption for domestic violence apply to a first-degree misdemeanor or higher rather than
to third-degree felony or higher. The bill also prohibits the court from referring parents to
parenting coordination if there has been a history of domestic violence, unless both parties
have given consent freely and voluntarily. This bill provides qualifications for the parenting
coordinator to include a minimum of four hours of domestic violence training, and disqualifications to include offenses of child abuse, child neglect, domestic violence, parental kidnapping, or interference with custody. Effective October 1, 2009.
CS/SB 1312, Sexual Battery Victim Services, by Senator Fasano and others. (Chapter
2009-184) This bill creates a new statute that requires the investigating law enforcement
officer to notify sexual battery victims of their legal rights and remedies, assist them in
obtaining any necessary medical treatment resulting from the incident, and advise sexual
battery victims that they can contact a certified rape crisis center about services. (This new
statute is comparable to the existing domestic violence statute providing these same protections for domestic violence victims.) Effective July 1, 2009.
CS/SB 1718, State Judicial System, by Senator Crist and others. (Chapter 2009-61)
This bill allows the clerk of courts to charge fees up to $295 in all cases in which the party
is instituting any civil action, suit or proceeding. This law would have impacted domestic
violence victims seeking injunctions for protection by requiring in some instances the victim
to pay for the protection order. In a June 19, 2009 opinion issued by the State’s Attorney
General, this law “does not require a clerk of court to assess a filing fee for the filing of a
petition for a domestic violence injunction,” based on conflict with existing law F.S. 741.30
which mandates fees may not be assessed.
For additional information about these bills and others, go to the Legislature’s website at:
www.leg.state.fl.us/
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PARTNERSHIPS IN PREVENTION

The Domestic Violence Program Office supports prevention
efforts by working with our community partners through collaboration of innovative and creative programs and projects. These
partnerships are building the foundation to have far reaching
effects on the futures of Floridians of all age groups. Education
and public awareness are two key elements helping to promote
healthy attitudes and lifestyles to foster a climate in which we
can all “promote peace and prevent domestic violence”.

“Most domestic violence programs in the United
States have set prevention as a part of their
mission. This goal is most often achieved through
local efforts, such as presentations in schools
and places of worship, among training sessions
offered to social service and criminal justice
professionals, via informational campaigns in
health care settings, and to any other audience
that will take time to listen. Let’s continue to
reach out and be available for victims who need us
today while focusing on prevention activities that
will position all of our communities for a complete
absence of violence in the future.”
Laurel Lynch, FCADV Board Chair and Executive
Director; HOPE Family Services, Bradenton, FL,
Florida Voice, Fall 2008.
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BUILDING CAPACITY TO PREVENT INTIMATE
PARTNER VIOLENCE (IPV)
DELTA ▲

(Domestic Violence Prevention Enhancement and Leadership Through Alliances)

Prevention Vision: The people of Florida will have nonviolent and
respectful intimate partner relationships.
Mission: To prevent the occurrence of intimate partner violence by
identifying and removing its causes at the individual, relationship,
community, and societal levels, including by promoting healthy
relationships.
DELTA is a Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) sponsored effort aimed at
preventing intimate partner violence before
the first occurrence which is termed “Primary
Prevention.” Primary prevention of intimate
partner violence is a long-term social change
effort that requires work at various levels of
society to prevent intimate partner violence
before it occurs. DELTA is designed to help
state domestic violence coalitions and local
Coordinated Community Response (CCR)
teams to start on the long-term process of
making social change. Preventing intimate
partner violence requires forward-thinking
and long-term, sustained efforts to achieve
positive social change. Since 2002, the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic Violence has
worked with the CDC to develop and implement the DELTA program.
State statute defines IPV to include “physical violence, sexual violence, threats of physical or sexual violence, psychological/emotional abuse, financial abuse, and stalking
between those who are or have been involved
in a marital, sexual, or dating relationship.”
In Florida, the DELTA program is a collaboration of the Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence, the DELTA State Steering
Committee (steering committee), and six
prevention programs in counties throughout
Florida. The overall emphasis of this preven-
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tion work is on reducing risk factors and
promoting protective factors that contribute
to intimate partner violence perpetration of
victimization
The steering committee membership
represents Florida’s racial, ethnic, and gender diversity. The committee also includes
individuals representing advocacy groups,
representatives of diverse communities
(including Haitian, Native American, and
agricultural worker communities), multiple
service sections (including local domestic violence centers, public health, sexual violence
prevention, and workforce development), and
individuals with expertise working with men
and boys.
The DELTA State Steering Committee collaborated with FCADV and the local DELTA
programs to develop and implement a state
intimate partner violence prevention plan.
The steering committee followed a formal
planning process called Getting to Outcomes
to develop this plan. In addition, the steering
committee infused all planning processes with
the principles of empowerment evaluation.
There are currently six local-level DELTA
sites. These include Alachua, Okaloosa/Walton, Orange, Palm Beach, Pasco, and Pinellas
counties. Prevention and outreach efforts, developed and implemented by these programs
for the 2008-2009 period, include:

▲ Alachua County (Peaceful Paths)
•
•
•

•

Working with 14 schools during the school year
Providing in excess of 100 presentations
Providing a student internship at Peaceful Paths through the University of Florida
and the “Ignite” program. Incoming freshmen are most likely to be victims of IPV,
so efforts are focused on working with resident advisors. Students focus on social
change issues.
Providing training using two curricula, “Expect Respect” and “Safe Dates,” to
mixed gender groups.

▲ Okaloosa/Walton Counties (Shelter House)
•
•
•
•

Conducting groups (one composed of middle school-age females; one composed of
high school-age females, and one mixed gender group ages 11-13 at Youth Village);
Providing teacher training on prevention and addressing issues with students
Making contacts with the faith community
Using the “Expect Respect” curriculum.

▲ Orange County (Harbor House)
•

•
•
•

Providing a nine-week group to create leadership through the “Coaching Boys into
Men” curriculum. Graduates of this program often provide facilitation to future
groups.
Providing groups at four sites
Increasing community involvement through recruiting new members to the local
Coordinated Community Response (CCR) teams and as partners
Working with Coordinated Community Response teams to focus more on prevention
rather than their traditional approach of intervention.

▲ Palm Beach County (YMCA Harmony House)
•

•
•
•

Working with primarily with Latino and Haitian teens ages 13-18 and other prevention groups such as child abuse prevention and children ages 0-5 through Healthy
Beginners
17 youth are participating on the local CCR as part of the goal setting and strategic
planning
Participating in the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes for DVAM (Domestic Violence Awareness Month) – first time in Palm Beach County
Planting a garden with youth and developing a movie with teens (related to nonviolence and healthy relationships).
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▲ Pasco County (Sunrise of Pasco)
•
•
•
•
•

Building organizational capacity of the CCR
Through strong relationship building with the Department of Education (DOE), this
project has been working with schools in Pasco for an extended time.
Started in high schools, students wanted to start their own programs, this led to
working with elementary schools as well.
Pirates of Peace Club in middle school, has been working with them for four years –
currently 67 members.
Providing a full day of training with teens, then teens decide on what awareness
projects should be done and work on the logistics.

▲ Pinellas County (Haven of RCS)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Training the Coordinated Community Response on Primary Prevention for Haven
of RCS staff
Participating in the Prevention Summit
Adapting “Expect Respect” curriculum and developing comprehensive pre/post
assessment to quantify proved learning
Teaching five groups of middle school students the adapted “Expect Respect”
curriculum and, of these five groups, two had a mixed gender component
Continuing an 11-week, male-orientated program at Day Springs
Continuing education on what it is to be a “man” and a “leader;”
Positive article in local weekly paper on the many activities planned and participated
in by young boys, focusing on the benefits of “nonviolence training.”

A primary component of the DELTA project
is outreach to Florida’s youth. During the
2008-2009 fiscal year, the project has provided
training to 4,801 school-age children. Annual
Prevention Institutes and Child and Youth
Institute are held by FCADV to bring attention
to the unique needs of children and youth who
have experienced domestic violence as well
as prevention of violence. Partners come together during this forum to learn about issues
affecting today’s children and youth.
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DELTA▲
means change…

THE TIME IS NOW
Allstate Teen Dating Violence Prevention Summit Orlando, Florida
April 16-17, 2009
More than 140 teens and adults from
around the state joined together in Orlando
to address teen dating violence issues facing Florida’s youth. In-depth training was
provided on prevention programs, youth/
adult partnerships, and teen dating violence.
Participants selected one of four action planning groups to join including: high school
education initiatives, middle school education
initiatives, communications and marketing,
and policy.
In addition to enjoying activities, both the
youth and adults rolled up their sleeves and
participated in these forums to discuss critical issues facing our youth. Some of the ideas
generated for future action include:
•

•

Implement school-based curriculum
across the state

•

Create youth clubs to support prevention efforts

•

Create public awareness campaigns
about preventing teen dating violence

•

Incorporate educational opportunities
into the health curricula

•

Use social networking sites to engage
youth in prevention

•

Encourage student-led activities

•

Hold concerts for teens

•

Establish mentoring programs

•

Develop a youth advisory board to advise on policy issues and initiatives

•

Develop regional board representation

•

Meet twice a year at the Preventing
Teen Dating Violence Summit and the
FCADV Annual Conference

•

Develop a media plan and promotional
items to have available at schools and
hospitals

•

Promote mandatory teen dating violence prevention training among school
staff

•

Train teachers on the effects of teen
dating violence

•

Amend school zero tolerance policies to
include teen dating violence.

The youth voice at this event will be extremely important in advancing primary prevention initiatives and efforts to the next level
in Florida.
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Important Facts about Teen Dating Violence…
•

•

•

•

•

•

One in 11 adolescents reports being a
victim of physical dating violence (CDC
2006)
One in four adolescents reports verbal,
physical, emotional, or sexual violence
each year (Foshee et al. 1996; AveryLead et al. 1997)
One in five adolescents reports being a
victim of emotional violence (Halpern et
al. 2001)
One in five high school girls has been
physically or sexually abused by a dating partner (Silverman et al. 2001)
Dating violence occurs more frequently
among black students (13.9 percent),
then Hispanic (9.3 percent) and white
(7.0 percent) students (CDC 2006)
72 percent of eighth and ninth graders
reportedly “date” (Foshee et al. 1996).
By the time they are in high school,
54 percent of students report dating
violence among their peers (Jafe et al.
1992)
(All information taken from
www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/
datingviolence.html)

•

•
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Nearly three in four tweens (72 percent) say boyfriend/girlfriend relationships usually begin at age 14 or younger (Liz Claiborne, Inc. study on teen
dating abuse conducted by Teenage
Research Unlimited, February 2008).
62 percent of tweens (ages 11-14) who
have been in a relationship say they
know friends who have been verbally
abused (called stupid, worthless, ugly,
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etc.) by a boyfriend/girlfriend. (Liz Claiborne, Inc. study on teen dating abuse
conducted by Teenage Research Unlimited, February 2008).
•

Only half of all tweens (ages 11-14)
claim to know the warning signs of a
bad/hurtful relationship. (Liz Claiborne,
Inc. study on teen dating abuse conducted by Teenage Research Unlimited,
February 2008).

•

More than three times as many tweens
(20 percent) as parents (6 percent) admit that parents know little or nothing
about the tweens’ dating relationships.
(Liz Claiborne, Inc. study on teen dating abuse conducted by Teenage Research Unlimited, February 2008).
For more information on
teen dating violence prevention and information, visit:
www.loveisnotabuse.com or
www.chooserespect.org.

National Domestic
Violence Hotline
1-800-SAFE/7233
TTY 1-800-787-3224
www.ndvh.org
National Teen Dating
Abuse Helpline
1-866-331-9474 or
TTY 1-866-331-8453
Love is Respect

GOVERNOR’S INITIATIVE
In 2007, the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence (FCADV) received funding
dedicated to initiating statewide prevention
initiatives among FCADV’s 42 member programs from the Governor’s Office and the
Florida Department of Children and Families.
Funding is provided at $1 million each year
for fiscal years 2007-2008, 2008-2009 and
2009-2010. FCADV’s primary prevention initiatives work toward preventing first-time victimization and perpetration of intimate partner violence by working with communities
to develop activities which promote healthy
relationships at all levels of society. Florida’s
42 certified domestic violence centers are currently engaged in implementing portions of
their primary prevention plans which include
the following five items:
1. Community Partnerships with nontraditional partners
2. Prevention activities with youth
3. Building Organizational Capacity
4. Evaluation of prevention programming
5. Sustainability

Primary Prevention is…
•
•
•
•

Health promotion based
Based on skill and knowledge
building
An ongoing process, which requires
leadership and commitment
Community owned and integrated
into the fabric of the community

Primary Prevention is not…
•
•
•

A one-time program or event
One skill-building session
A program that is entirely planned,
implemented, and evaluated by the
local domestic violence agency

from the FCADV website
www.fcadv.org
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Prevention Principles
Building on the social ecological model and learning theories,
nine prevention principles guide primary prevention programs:
1. Prevention program planning, implementation, and evaluation should address all levels of the social-ecological model (individual, relationship,
community, and society.
2. Strategies should include multiple
teaching methods, including some
type of active, skills-based component.
3. Participants need enough exposure
to have desired effects. Research
shows that changes in attitudes and
behaviors need at least seven-nine
“doses.”
4. Prevention strategies should have a
scientific justification or logical rationale. For example, base program
planning on behavior and social
change theories.
5. Programs should foster strong, stable, positive relationships between
children/youth and adults, youth and
youth, adults and adults.
6. Program activities should happen at
a time that will have maximum impact in a participant’s life.
7. Tailor programs to fit cultural beliefs
and practices of specific groups and
communities.
8. A systematic evaluation is necessary
to determine whether a program or
strategy worked. This includes using
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results to inform future prevention
programs and activities.
9. Staff should be sensitive, competent,
and should have sufficient training,
support, and supervision before
implementing programs.

Taken from the
Florida Coalition
Against Domestic Violence
website www.fcadv.org

October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
On October 1, 2008, Domestic Violence
Awareness Month was launched at the State
Capitol in Tallahassee. This event was hosted
by the Domestic Violence Program Office
and the Florida Coalition Against Domestic
Violence (FCADV). In recognizing exemplary efforts aimed at preventing domestic
violence, two agencies that have developed
and demonstrated commendable programs
which are raising awareness in their local
communities, were given the Promote Peace,
Prevent Domestic Violence, annual award.
Governor Charlie Crist was joined by FCADV
Executive Director Tiffany Carr in presenting
these two programs with the award. Penny
Morrill accepted the award on behalf of
Sunrise of Pasco County, which has created
an innovative prevention project for schools.
Carol Wick accepted the award on behalf of
Harbor House of Central Florida, which has
developed a program called “Coaching Boys
Into Men” that engages them in efforts to end
domestic violence.
Governor Crist has a longstanding record
of supporting domestic violence prevention
efforts. As attorney general, Charlie Crist
established the Cut Out Domestic Violence
program with the help of the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence. The program
trains licensed hair stylists, cosmetologists,
and nail technicians to identify the signs of
domestic violence, listen to victims and con-

“The HopeLine Hero Award was created to thank
dedicated people who have gone above and beyond
to support domestic violence awareness and
prevention. “Governor Crist has made this a highprofile and high-priority effort to punish offenders
and protect victims, which will help so many
families across the state.”- Pam Tope, President Florida Region, Verizon Wireless

nect them with appropriate resources and authorities. Since taking office, Governor Crist
has signed budgets setting aside nearly one
million dollars each year to domestic violence
prevention and education.
In 2008, Governor Crist signed several bills
that reinforce Florida’s public safety laws
and criminal justice system by strengthening penalties for those who commit domestic
violence. House Bill 313, Relating to Dating
Violence, The Barwick-Ruschak Act, provides
that victims of dating violence be notified of
their legal rights and remedies. The law is
named after Tiffany Barwick and Michael
Ruschak, two University of Central Florida
students who were killed in September 2007.
Senate Bill 622, Relating to Orders of No
Contact with Crime Victim, expands the list
of violent offenses requiring a court to issue
a no-contact order with the victim. The law
previously applied only to victims of sexual
crimes. House Bill 7077, relating to Child
Protection, clarifies the responsibilities of the
Department of Children and Families and law
enforcement agencies in cases where children
become missing while in the care of the Department and specifically authorizes courts to
enter injunctions relating to domestic violence
issues in certain child welfare cases to prevent an act of child abuse or protect the child
from domestic violence.
Also during October, Governor Charlie
Crist was presented the 2008 HopeLine Hero
Award by Verizon Wireless for his ongoing efforts to prevent domestic violence in the state.
The HopeLine program accepts no-longerused wireless phones and accessories from
any wireless service provider, turns them into
help and support for victims of domestic violence and the non-profit agencies and shelters
that serve them.
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PROCLAMATION -Domestic Violence Awareness Month
October 2008
WHEREAS, domestic violence is a pattern of behavior that threatens the lives
of many Floridians through fear, intimidation and the use of violence; and
WHEREAS, the under-reporting of domestic violence hinders victims from
receiving services and exposes them to future victimization; and
WHEREAS, domestic violence homicide is typically the culmination of an
escalating pattern of abuse; and
WHEREAS, domestic violence related homicide increased 15 percent in 2007
from 164 to 189 deaths in Florida; and
WHEREAS, children who witness violence in the home are at a greater risk for
emotional and behavioral problems and are at a high risk for becoming victims
and perpetrators of domestic violence; and
WHEREAS, Florida’s 42 certified domestic
violence centers provide a vast array of
intervention and prevention services aimed
to support victims, and provide educational
opportunities for professionals who work
with victims in our communities; and

In 2005, 1,510 people in the
United States died at the hands
of an intimate partner (CDC
website, www.cdc.gov)

WHEREAS, Florida remains committed
to providing its community partners every
available means of support to enhance
emergency services, counseling and
educational opportunities for domestic violence victims and their children; and
WHEREAS, Florida remains committed to fight domestic violence by both
passing legislation to prevent domestic violence and punish offenders, and
appropriating over $28 million for domestic violence programs;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charlie Crist, Governor of the State of Florida, do hereby
extend greetings and best wishes to all observing October 2008 as Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.
IT WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great
Seal of the State of Florida, to be affixed at Tallahassee the Capital, this 1st day of
October in the year two thousand eight.
Florida Coalition
Against Domestic
Violence Hotline
1-800-500-1119
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Rape Crisis Hotline
1-888-956-RAPE/7273

Florida’s Fatality Review Teams (FRT)
Florida’s Fatality Review Teams (FRTs)
were first established in the mid-1990s
as local initiatives supported with federal
grant funds. Florida statute allows the establishment of FRTs at the local, regional, or
statewide levels. Their overarching purpose
is to review fatal and near-fatal incidents of
domestic violence, related domestic violence
matters, and suicides.
The community-based teams demonstrate
true partnerships and, although each team
varies in their composition, local community
representation typically will consist of local
law enforcement agencies, the State Attorney’s Office, the Medical Examiner’s Office,
Domestic Violence Centers, victim services,
the Clerk of the Court, the Court Administrator’s Office, batterer’s intervention program
providers, the Department of Children and

Families, the Department of Health Child
Death Review Teams, local shelters, parole
officers, faith-based representation, and other
community partners.
A primary goal is to identify trends and factors leading up to the incident, and through
analysis and data collection, make changes in
policies and/or procedures that may prevent
future deaths. Because unique circumstances
may not always be captured in data, the
community-based team approach has an
added value to help shed light on a local community’s service systems, pre-incident coordination, and potential solutions to any gaps
identified. FRTs help open up lines of communication across all facets of a community with
the ultimate goal of developing a more effective coordinated community response.

On July 1, 2000, Section 741.316(2), Florida Statutes, was enacted which
provides that:
A domestic violence fatality review team may be established at a
local, regional, or state level in order to review fatal and near-fatal
incidents of domestic violence, related domestic violence matters,
and suicides. The review may include a review of events leading up
to the domestic violence incident, available community resources,
current laws and policies, actions taken by systems and individuals
related to the incident and the parties, and any information or action
deemed relevant by the team, including a review of public records
and records for which public records exemptions are granted. The
purpose of the teams is to learn how to prevent domestic violence by
intervening early and improving the response of an individual and
the system to domestic violence. The structure and activities of a
team shall be determined at the local level. The team may determine
the number and type of incidents it wishes to review and shall make
policy and other recommendations as to how incidents of domestic
violence may be prevented.
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As of June 2009, local
fatality review teams are
active in the following
Florida counties:
Alachua, Brevard,
Broward, Duval,
Escambia, Hillsborough,
Lee, Manatee, MiamiDade, Orange, Palm
Beach, Pasco, Pinellas,
Polk/Highlands, Santa
Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole,
St. John’s and the Third
Judicial Circuit (which
includes Columbia,
Madison, Taylor, Dixie,
Lafayette, Hamilton and
Suwannee counties).
Historically, from 2000 through 2008, the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
(FDLE) was the lead agency provided with
authority to gather data and report on behalf
of the local FRTs. An annual report was written by FDLE and submitted to the Governor,
the president of the senate, the speaker of
the house of representatives, and the chief
justice of the Supreme Court. A standardized
reporting form was used to capture specific
data but also allowed reporting of salient
issues specific to each incident. The fatality
review teams have been assigned, for administrative purposes, to the Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) since
the 2000 statutory enactment. During the
2008 legislative session, the requirements
for the annual reporting by FDLE and the
standardized reporting format were removed
from the statute. DCF does remain active in
its administrative duties by providing technical assistance and support and scholarships
for training.
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As of June 2009, local fatality review teams
are active in the following Florida counties:
Alachua, Brevard, Broward, Duval, Escambia,
Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Miami-Dade, Orange, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk/Highlands, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Seminole, St.
John’s and the Third Judicial Circuit (which
includes Columbia, Madison, Taylor, Dixie,
Lafayette, Hamilton and Suwannee counties).
FRT teams are voluntary entities and receive
no state funding. The structure and activities
of each team are determined at the local level
and each team determines the number and
type of incidents it wishes to review.
In April 2008, DCF received an award from
the Grants to Encourage Arrest Policies and
Enforcement of Protection Orders program to
partner with the FCADV to create a statewide
domestic violence fatality steering committee.
This grant provides the statewide steering
committee to meet to address the following
objectives:
• Identify gaps in service delivery to
domestic violence victims and identify
potential systemic breakdowns
• Promote training and cross-training to
professionals
• Coordinate the activities of agencies
involved and share and exchange information.
The steering committee is comprised of
representatives of the following state agencies and organizations: Florida Department
of Children and Families; Florida Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, Florida Department of law Enforcement; Florida Sheriff’s
Association; Florida Police Chiefs Association; Florida Prosecuting Attorney’s Association; Office of the Attorney General; Office
of the State Courts Administrator; Florida
Department of Education; Florida Department
of Corrections; Clerk of Courts Association;
Comptroller’s Office; Medical Examiner’s
Office; Office of the State Attorney; Florida
Department of Health; Certified Domestic
Violence Centers; Batterer’s Intervention Program; and a citizen-at-large, who is a survivor
of domestic violence.
This grant award came at a critical time in

Of these offenses, the spouse or
live-in partner was the victim
of 56 percent of the cases,
and children accounted for 12
percent of the victims.
Florida, when in 2007, 16 percent of the homicides were domestic violence related (Florida
Department of Law Enforcement, Annual
Crime Report). Of these offenses, the spouse
or live-in partner was the victim of 56 percent
of the cases, and children accounted for 12
percent of the victims. Of the 189 domestic violence homicides reported statewide in 2007,
sixty-six, or nearly 35 percent, were committed with the jurisdiction of active fatality
review teams
(FDLE
Domestic
Violence
Fatality Review Team
2008 Annual Report
Executive
Summary).
The
initial meeting of the
statewide
team was
held on May
29, 2008, in
Tallahassee.
Representatives of DCF,
FCADV, the
Department
of Corrections, the
Office of the Attorney General, the Sheriff’s
and Police Chiefs Associations, the state attorney, domestic violence centers, batterer’s
intervention programs, the Office of State

Court Administration, the FDLE, and local fatality review teams discussed for three hours
the challenges relating to domestic violence
fatality review on both the statewide and local
levels. The members identified four additional
long-term goals for the statewide team during
the grant period:
•

Develop a tool to collect meaningful statewide data from local fatality
review teams relating to domestic
violence fatalities and near fatalitiesEstablish a statewide fatality review team
that will provide technical assistance,
standards, and guidance to local fatality review teams, and assist the local
teams in obtaining funding to continue
their work

•

Prepare a final report that identifies
trends and provides individual guidance to each stakeholder in the effort to
prevent domestic violence fatalities

•

Develop a statewide public awareness
campaign about domestic violence
that targets all ages and cultural
backgrounds

In addition to the work of the steering committee, the grant provides for two training
institutes, development of a web page and
e-newsletter via FCADV’s website dedicated
to fatality review issues. A final report of findings and recommendations of the steering
committee is due in fall 2009 (www.fcadv.org).

Note: When the Florida legislature
authorized FRTs, it enacted a
public records and meetings
exemption (Section 741.3165,
Florida Statures). Under the Open
Government Sunset Review Act,
this exemption is subject to review
and stands repealed effective
October 2, 2010, unless reenacted
during the 2010 session.
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Featured in the 2006-2007 domestic violence annual
report, the following research-based report summarizes
Florida homicide and provides useful information to
fatality review teams and other programs:

REPORT ON INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE FATALITIES
JANUARY 2005 – DECEMBER 2006
In an effort to understand the frequency
and patterns of intimate partner homicides in
Florida, the DCF Domestic Violence Program
Office conducted background research on data
the FDLE reports each calendar year through
the Uniform Crime Reports. This research is
necessary because law enforcement reports
follow Florida’s broad statutory definition of
domestic violence which includes violence
between one family or household member
and another family or household member in
addition to violence between intimate partners. DCF’s investigation compared trends
from 2005 to 2006 and assessed whether the
intimate partner violence homicide involved death to other
family or household members
and patterns among males
versus females.
This research answered
three questions: Did intimate
partner violence homicides
change from 2005 to 2006?
What are the patterns of intimate partner homicides in
Florida? Do individuals using
domestic violence shelters
have different domestic violence fatality rates compared
to others?

timate partner violence homicides. The total
number of intimate partner violence homicide
victims changed little between 2005 and 2006.
However, there has been an increase in
male deaths due to intimate partner violencerelated attacks. Intimate partner violence-related homicides occur in conjunction with an
intimate partner homicide, or to get revenge
on an intimate partner. For example, in one
case a man killed his wife and their son. The
wife’s murder is intimate partner violence
whereas the son’s murder is intimate partner violence-related. In another case, a man
abused his wife and killed their sons as a

Did intimate partner violence
homicides change from 2005 to 2006?

way to punish her. In yet another case, a man
threatened his wife at gunpoint in front of her
parents, and then shot everyone in the room.
There is a statistically significant difference
in victim patterns from 2005-2006 due only to
the increase in males killed in intimate partner violence-related attacks.

Information from the DCF reveals that in
calendar year 2005, 90 females and 21 males
died in intimate partner violence homicides.
In 2006, 82 females and 27 males died in in-
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What are the patterns of intimate
partner homicides in Florida?
Overall, for 2005-2006, females made up
81 percent of deaths by an intimate partner.
Females were 10 times more likely to die from
an intimate partner violence homicide versus
an intimate partner violence-related attack
or an act of self-defense. In comparison,

3,372
Floridians have
received training and/
or community outreach
information on IPV
(FCADV)
males were six times more likely to die from
an intimate partner violence-related attack.
Females were most likely to die from an intimate partner homicide, whereas males were
most likely to die from an intimate partner
violence-related homicide.
DCF offender data show that in 2005, 16
females and 85 males murdered an intimate
partner (two females acted in self-defense,
according to law enforcement and/or the
courts). In 2006, 11 females and 86 males
committed this crime (four females acted in

self-defense). While no females killed other
family or household members in an assault
on their intimate partner in 2005-2006, 10
males in 2005 and 16 in 2006 committed this
crime. However, there is a large and statistically significant difference between the
patterns of male intimate partner homicides
versus that of females. According to the
FDLE data, news reports, and case records
for both years, 21 women and 197 men either
murdered an intimate partner or helped
someone else murder their intimate partner. No women committed intimate partner
violence-related homicides, and no men committed a homicide in self-defense.

Do individuals using domestic
violence shelters have different
domestic violence fatality rates
compared to others?
Based on reports from 61 percent of the
centers, only four centers had contact (including hotline calls) with domestic violence
homicide victims from 2005 to mid-2006, and
two provided shelter services. Based on the
Program Office data, 99 percent of all the
women who died as a result of domestic violence from 2005 to mid-2006 never stayed in
shelter, and 95 percent had no contact with a
certified domestic violence center within five
years of their murder.
For more detailed information and research
methods, contact the DCF Domestic Violence
Program Office at 850-921-2168.
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DCF’s, Domestic Violence Program Office would like
to acknowledge and thank all of our partners for their
contributions, support and valuable information provided and
used in this document. These efforts demonstrate the many
“circles of collaboration” throughout Florida that are helping
to promote peace and prevent domestic violence.

Sources:
Domestic Violence and the Economy: A Potentially Lethal Mix. Jane Doe, Inc. Authors: Mary
R. Lanby, Executive Director, The Massachusetts Coalition Against Sexual Assault and
Domestic Violence; Sue Else, Present of National Network to End Domestic Violence,
November 25, 2008
National Survey of Children’s Exposure to Violence; U.S. Department of Justice, Office of
Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
E.V. Victims Trapped in Domestic Violence, October 8, 2009, Tribune
When Men Murder Women: An Analysis of 2007, Homicide Data, Violence Policy Center
Costs of Intimate Partner Violence Against Women in the United States (2003). Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, National Centers for Injury Prevention and control, Atlanta,
GA.
Domestic Violence Counts 07: A 24-hour census of domestic violence shelters and services
across the United States. The National Network to End Domestic Violence (January 2008).

Website Sources:
www.leg.state.fl.us/
www.fcadv.org
www.dcf.state.fl.us/domesticviolence/
www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/datingviolence.html
www.loveisnotabuse.com www.chooserespect.org
www.ndvh.org
www.cdc.gov
www.nnedv.org
www.onlinesunshine.gov
www.fdle.state.fl.us
www.flgov.com
www.fcasv.org
www.ovw.usdoj.gov
http://news.vzw.com/news/2008/10/pr2008-10-31c.html
www.nnedv.org/projects/safetynet.html
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Acronyms
Alice*
ARRA –
DCF –
DOJ –
DV –
FCADV –
FCASV –
FPPA –
InVEST –
IPV –
MOU –
OSCA –
OVW SANE –
SART –
SO –
STOP –
VAWA –
VOCA –

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Department of Children and Families
United States Department of Justice
Domestic Violence
Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Florida Council Against Sexual Violence
Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association
Intimate Violence Enhances Services Team
Intimate Partner Violence
Memorandums of Understanding
Office of State Courts Administrator
Office on Violence Against Women
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
Sexual Assault Response Team
Sheriff’s Office
Services, Training, Officers and Prosecution grant
Violence Against Women Act
Victims of Crimes Assistance

*Alice is not an acronym. Its developer, Mark Shapiro, named the program after the book, Alice
in Wonderland. Mark writes, “In 1999, my firm won a contract to build a client database for the
six domestic violence shelters in Greater Kansas City. When the program was nearly complete, I
recommended it be given a woman’s name, simple and timeless.”
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Crime in Florida
January - December 2008
The statistics presented in this release are an indication of crime
and criminal activities known to, and reported by, law enforcement agencies for 2008. This report reflects data residing in the
Uniform Crime Report (UCR) database as of 04/14/2009.

Domestic Violence by Offense Type
Primary Offense

2007

2008

189

180

-4.8%

Manslaughter

25

14

-44.0%

Forcible Rape

979

931

-4.9%

Forcible Sodomy

353

290

-17.8%

Forcible Fondling

919

744

-19.0%

19,629

20,462

4.2%

Murder

Aggravated Assault
Aggravated Stalking

234

193

-17.5%

89,381

87,303

-2.3%

3,041

2,655

-12.7%

400

351

-12.3%

115,150

113,123

-1.8%

Simple Assault
Threat/Intimidation
Simple Stalking
Total

Percent Change

SOURCE: Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Crime in Florida, Florida uniform crime report, 2008 [Computer program]. Tallahassee, FL: FDLE. Florida Statistical Analysis Center.

Domestic Violence by Offense Type to Victim’s Relationship to Offender
Relationship to Offender
Offenses
Murder

Total

Spouse

Parent

Child

Sibling

Other
Family

Cohabitant Other

Arrests

180

60

15

34

8

10

44

9

129

14

3

0

4

0

1

4

2

11

1,965

152

107

602

199

504

238

163

718

Forcible Rape

931

117

52

218

77

180

173

114

389

Forcible Sodomy

290

15

12

78

49

109

18

9

115

Forcible Fondling

744

20

43

305

73

215

47

40

214

20,462

3,996

1,957

1,727

1,832

1,392

6,266

3,292

14,408

193

67

0

6

2

10

44

64

106

87,303

20,793

9,425

5,091

6,854

4,138

26,785

14,217

51,256

2,655

822

321

109

146

253

582

422

858

351

134

10

2

7

12

88

98

129

113,123

26,027

11,835

7,575

9,048

6,320

34,051 18,267

67,615

Manslaughter
Forcible Sex Offenses

Aggravated Assault
Aggravated Stalking
Simple Assault
Threat/Intimidation
Simple Stalking

Total Offenses

SOURCE: Florida Department of Law Enforcement. Crime in Florida, Florida uniform crime report, 2008 [Computer program]. Tallahassee, FL: FDLE. Florida Statistical Analysis Center.
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13,424,416

13,608,627

13,878,905

14,149,317

14,411,563

14,712,922

15,000,475

15,322,040

15,982,378

16,331,739

16,674,608

17,071,508

17,516,732

17,918,227

18,349,132

18,680,367

18,807,219

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

180

189

164

176

184

179

188

193

168

186

190

161

192

195

230

234

245

Murder

14

25

19

17

14

11

6

18

10

13

22

9

17

14

10

16

10

931

979

1,089

1,240

1,146

1,196

1,210

1,154

1,266

1,186

1,440

1,365

1,426

1,465

1,667

1,636

1,622

290

353

369

434

407

447

495

447

341

409

411

460

408

526

578

527

475

Manslaughter Forcible Forcible
Rape
Sodomy

744

919

947

1,137

1,146

1,146

1,179

1,183

939

989

955

932

1,021

1,138

1,190

1,430

1,233

193

234

259

254

255

254

268

256

227

241

247

298

255

*

*

*

*

87,303

89,381

88,110

90,455

90,079

90,939

91,299

92,893

93,475

94,765

99,428

101,305

99,116

98,628

89,583

82,301

79,722

Simple
Assault

2,655

3,041

3,690

4,157

4,551

4,602

4,673

4,786

4,261

4,378

4,817

4,681

4,022

3,273

2,808

2,678

2,136

Threat/
Intimidation

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

96

99

114

100

Arson

351

400

330

840

496

483

529

428

458

463

673

610

567

*

*

*

*

Simple
Stalking

113,123

115,150

115,170

120,386

119,772

120,697

121,834

124,016

124,629

126,044

133,345

136,382

132,704

131,152

119,930

112,585

109,449

Total

-0.0

-0.0

-4.3

0.5

-0.8

-0.9

-1.8

-0.5

-1.1

-5.5

-2.2

2.8

1.2

9.4

6.5

2.9

--

%
Change

601.5

616.5

627.7

671.9

683.8

707

730.7

759.4

779.8

822.6

888.9

927

920.8

926.9

864.1

827.3

815.3

Rate per
100,000
population

-2.4

-1.8

-6.6

-1.7

-3.3

-3.2

-3.8

-2.6

-5.2

-7.5

-4.1

0.7

-0.7

7.3

4.4

1.5

--

Rate
Change

-10.3%

-8.6%

-8.6%

-4.5%

-5.0%

-4.2%

-3.3%

-1.6%

-1.1%

0.0%

Number
since
1998

1999
Total Domestic
Violence
126,044
Rate 822.6

2008
Total Domestic
Violence
113,123
Rate 601.5

-26.9%

-25.1%

-23.7%

-18.3%

-16.9%

-14.1%

-11.2%

-7.7%

-5.2%

0.0%

Rate
since
1998

Domestic Violence Crimes include: Murder, Manslaughter, Forcible Rape, Forcible Sodomy, Forcible Fondling, Aggravated Assault, Aggravated Stalking (1997-present), Simple Assault, Simple
Stalking, Threat/Intimidation and Arson (1992-1995)

The total number of reported domestic
violence offenses has declined since 1999.
From 1999-2008 there was a decrease of 26.9
percent in rate per 100,000 in population,
while there were 12,921 less offenses. See
table above.

Total Domestic Violence and Rate for Florida, 1999-2008

SOURCE: Florida Statistical Analysis Center: FDLE (1992-2008). Crime in Florida, Florida uniform crime report [Computer program]. Tallahassee, FL.  				

20,462

19,629

20,193

21,676

21,494

21,440

21,987

22,658

23,484

23,414

25,162

26,561

25,680

25,817

23,765

23,649

23,906

Forcible Aggravated Aggravated
Fondling
Assault
Stalking

* Data not collected until 1996           ** Data not collected after 1995

*

Population

Year

Statewide Reported Domestic Violence Offenses, 1992 - 2008

54

2008-2009 Annual Report

165,781

142,043

185,168

332,854

66,121

Charlotte

Citrus

Clay

Collier

Columbia

14,779

27,909

Hamilton

Hardee

19,757

141,667

52,639

14,553

Holmes

Indian River

Jackson

Jefferson

1,200,541

16,923

Gulf

Hillsborough

11,323

Glades

100,207

17,256

Gilchrist

Highlands

1

50,611

Gadsden

41,216

12,331

Franklin

164,907

95,588

Flagler

Hernando

313,480

Escambia

Hendry

0

904,971

Duval

0

0

1

0

2

1

2

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

3

8

0

15,963

0

34,487

Dixie

26

1

1

1

4

2

0

14

5

0

6

1

0

Murder

De Soto

2,477,289

14,310

Calhoun

Miami-Dade

556,213

29,059

Bradford

1,758,494

169,307

Bay

Broward

25,890

Brevard

252,388

Baker

Population

Alachua

County

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

1

0

Manslaughter

0

0

4

1

30

1

14

1

4

2

0

0

0

3

0

3

13

30

1

0

114

3

21

8

0

4

0

82

42

4

2

2

22

Forcible
Rape

0

0

0

0

5

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

5

17

0

0

55

1

8

5

1

0

0

25

13

0

0

0

10

Forcible
Sodomy

0

1

4

3

7

0

0

0

0

1

0

1

0

0

0

6

11

9

0

0

123

0

30

16

1

0

0

64

36

0

4

1

10

Forcible
Fondling

1

85

115

11

1,393

59

126

44

19

12

10

27

1

208

7

62

485

781

14

45

2,434

83

322

200

107

97

6

1,461

797

43

208

16

398

Aggravated
Assault

0

0

0

0

1

0

1

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

61

0

0

0

1

0

0

22

6

1

3

0

11

Aggravated
Stalking

0

181

516

72

6,259

404

924

129

168

34

11

64

63

167

21

489

1,988

6,220

67

186

7,156

387

1,295

963

814

335

35

5,541

2,916

150

1,172

51

1,182

Simple
Assault

Total Domestic Violence Offenses for Florida by County, 2008

0

1

14

0

97

7

6

16

0

0

0

0

0

1

4

29

56

85

0

0

819

4

65

9

1

3

0

243

88

0

27

0

53

Threat/
Intimidation

0

0

1

0

30

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

20

0

0

48

0

0

5

7

1

1

23

17

2

5

0

15

Stalking

1

268

655

87

7,824

473

1,074

191

192

49

21

92

64

380

32

590

2,563

7,170

82

231

10,837

479

1,742

1,207

936

442

42

7,475

3,921

200

1,427

72

1,701

Total

-75.0

14.0

-2.2

-19.4

-11.5

15.4

-3.2

-20.4

-6.3

-14.0

-47.5

-8.0

-23.8

-36.8

-13.5

-8.5

-3.0

0.3

20.6

-13.8

-1.6

-26.2

-8.8

2.6

-1.9

-11.8

35.5

-4.2

4.1

-19.0

18.8

-14.3

6.2

Total %
Change
07/08

6.9

509.1

462.4

440.4

651.7

472.0

651.3

463.4

688.0

331.6

124.1

812.5

370.9

750.8

259.5

617.2

817.6

792.3

513.7

669.8

437.5

724.4

523.4

651.8

659.0

266.6

293.5

425.1

704.9

688.3

842.8

278.1

674.0

Rate per
100,000

-75.1

9.2

-3.6

-20.6

-12.1

13.7

-4.7

-23.4

-7.6

-14.5

-47.8

-10.2

-24.5

-38.3

-14.1

-10.4

-3.5

-0.6

19.4

-15.1

-2.2

-27.0

-8.6

2.3

-3.2

-12.4

37.1

-3.8

3.3

-19.0

17.6

-15.2

4.1

Rate %
Change
07/08
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57,784

24,779

Walton

Washington

180

0

1

0

3

0

14

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

0

0

0

0

3

0

0

1

1

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

931

0

0

0

32

0

1

2

0

7

22

1

18

0

8

63

35

32

76

14

98

3

8

1

1

4

4

7

0

0

1

18

46

18

290

0

0
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Funding of Florida’s Certified Domestic Violence Centers

DCF
Circuit

County
Served

Center

Domestic
Violence
Trust Fund

Family
Violence
Prevention
& Services
Act

DV
Diversion
Program
TANF

Violence
Against
Women Act
Grant

Total

1

Okaloosa
Walton

Shelter House
Ft. Walton Beach

$176,522

$46,626

$119,461

$342,609

1

Okaloosa
Walton

Favor House
Pensacola

$212,194

$70,108

$179,624

$461,926

2&3

Franklin
Gadsden
Jefferson
Leon
Liberty
Madison
Taylor
Wakulla

Refuge House
Tallahassee

$271,984

$144,854

$371,134

3

Columbia
Dixie
Gilchrist
Hamilton
Lafayette
Levy

Another Way
land

$192,729

$78,507

$201,144

$472,380

3

Suwannee

Vivid Visions
Live Oak

$110,800

$9,922

$25,422

$146,144

4

Baker
Duval

Hubbard House
Jacksonville

$271,242

$144,233

$369,543

$785,018

4

Clay

Quigley House
Orange Park

$110,155

$26,125

$66,935

$203,215

4

Nassau

Micah’s Place
Fernandina Beach

$114,078

$12,666

$32,452

5

Citrus

CASA (Citrus
County Abusse
Shelter Association)
Inverness

$146,850

$15,291

$39,178

5

Lake
Sumter

Haven of Lake
& Sumter Counties
Leesburg

$148,005

$41,067

$105,220

5

Marion

Ocala Rape Crisis
Domestic Violence
Center/Creative
Services
Ocala

$159,719

$38,961

$99,822

$298,502

5

Hernando

Dawn Center of
Hernando County
Brooksville

$139,810

$17,175

$44,004

$200,989

Chief-

$31,000

$31,000

$818,972

$190,196

$201,319

$31,000

$325,292
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DCF
Circuit

58

County
Served

Center

Domestic
Violence
Trust Fund

Family
Violence
Prevention
& Services
Act

DV
Diversion
Program
TANF

Violence
Against
Women Act
Grant

Total

6

Pinellas

The Haven of RCS
Clearwater

$175,276

$63,897

$163,712

$402,885

6

Pinellas

CASA (Community
Action Stops Abuse)
St. Petersburg

$175,277

$63,897

$163,713

$402,887

6

Pasco

Sunrise of Pasco
County
Dade City

$253,295

$23,597

$60,460

6

Pasco

Salvation Army
Domestic Violence
Program
Port Richey

$238,437

$23,597

$60,459

$322,493

7

Putnam

Lee Conlee House
Palatka

$113,957

$12,565

$32,193

$158,715

7

St. Johns

Safety Shelter
of St. Johns
County
St. Augustine

$128,524

$21,465

$54,995

7

Volusia

Domestic Abuse
Council
Daytona Beach

$238,602

$64,519

$165,305

$468,426

7

Flagler

Family Life Center
Bunnell

$109,796

$9,082

$23,269

$142,147

8

Alachua
Bradford
Union

Peaceful Paths
Gainesville

$196,213

$50,788

$130,124

$377,125

9

Orange

Harbor House
Orange County
Center Against
Domestic Violence

$298,879

$167,368

$428,818

$895,065

9

Osceola

Help Now
Kissimmee

$150,982

$43,560

$111,605

$306,147

10

Hardee
Highlands
Polk

Peace River
Center Domestic
Violence Shelter
Bartow

$244,032

$99,684

$255,403

$599,119

11

Dade

Miami Dade
Advocates for
Victims, Safespace
North Miami

$541,198

$370,221

$948,551

$1,859,970

12

DeSoto
Sarasota

SPARCC (Safe
Place and Rape
Crisis Center)
Sarasota

$224,867

$52,079

$133,432

12

Manatee

Hope Family
Services
Bradenton

$238,562

$37,432

$95,906
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$31,000

$31,000

$31,000

$368,352

$235,984

$441,378

$371,900

DCF
Circuit

County
Served

Center

Domestic
Violence
Trust Fund

Family
Violence
Prevention
& Services
Act

DV
Diversion
Program
TANF

Violence
Against
Women Act
Grant

Total

13

Hillsborough

The Spring of
Tampa Bay
Tampa

$305,979

$173,312

$444,047

$923,338

14

Bay
Calhoun
Gulf
Holmes
Jackson
Washington

Salvation Army
Domestic Violence
Program
Panama City

$196,840

$81,949

$209,962

$488,751

15

Palm Beach

AVDA (Aid to
Victims of Domestic
Abuse)
Delray Beach

$201,378

$85,748

$219,697

$506,823

15

Palm Beach

YWCA Harmony
House
West Palm Beach

$201,378

$85,748

$219,697

$506,823

16

Monroe

Domestic Abuse
Shelter
Marathon Shores

$514,196

$49,688

$127,307

$691,191

17

Broward

Women in
Distress
Ft. Lauderdale

$638,714

$241,788

$619,489

$1,499,991

18

Brevard

Salvation Army
Domestic Violence
Program
Cocoa

$223,421

$34,416

$88,178

$346,015

18

Brevard

Serene Harbor
Palm Bay

$140,060

$34,416

$88,178

$262,654

18

Seminole

Safehouse of
Seminole
Sanford

$172,933

$61,935

$158,686

$393,554

19

Okeechobee

Martha’s House
Okeechobee

$244,270

$10,649

$27,283

$282,202

19

Indian River
Martin
St. Lucie

Safespace
Ft. Pierce

$173,221

$62,177

$159,304

$394,702

20

Collier

Shelter for Abused
Women & Children
Naples

$148,679

$41,632

$106,666

$296,977

20

Glades
Hendry
Lee

ACT (Abuse
Counseling &
Treatment)
Ft. Myers

$216,727

$98,597

$252,616

Charlotte

CARE (Center for
Abuse & Rape
Emergencies)
Punta Gorda

$146,084

$18,344

$46,998

$8,905,865

$2,829,685

$7,249,992

20

Statewide FCADV

$567,940

$211,426
$186,000

$19,171,542
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Financial Highlights
The Department’s Domestic Violence
Program receives funds through state fees,
general revenue, and federal grant programs
from the U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services and Justice. State fees include
batterer intervention certification, divorce filings, marriage licenses, and domestic violence
fines. These fees comprise 39 percent of the
Department’s budget for domestic violence.
Federal programs include the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Family
Violence Prevention Services Act (FVPSA),
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), STOP
and Grants to Encourage Arrests programs.
Ninety-four percent of the DV Program’s

budget is used for community-based and
statewide programs to support provision of
temporary emergency shelter and related services to domestic violence victims and their
dependents. The office also provides funding
to law enforcement agencies, prosecutors,
courts, and victim service providers in an effort to prevent and/or remediate the effects of
domestic violence.
Four percent of the program budget is used
for administrative oversight of all domestic
violence programs. The program uses the
remaining two percent to certify and monitor
batterer intervention programs.

Utilization of Funds
Administration
$1,182,010
4%

Program
Management
$491,462 2%

Services
$26,370,511
94%

Funding Sources
Fees
$10,860,165
39%

TANF
$7,750,000
28%

60

GR
$592,837
2%

Federal Funds
$16,590,981
59%

VAWA
$5,413,991
19%

FVPSA
$3,426,990
12%

2008-2009 Annual Report

State Funds
$11,453,002
41%
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Playing mind games, accusing you of having
affairs, using your children against you,
controlling how you look, threatening you,
calling you names, saying you are ugly, fat, or
crazy, taking your car from you, threatening
to take the kids away if you tell, demanding
sex, harming your pets, acting extremely
jealous or possessive, threatening to commit
suicide or to kill you, keeping you from taking
birth control, using your religious beliefs
against you, withholding medical help,
contolling your money, keeping you from your
family, friends or community, and using
physical attacks such as kicks, pushes, hits,
slaps, punching holes in the walls, destroying
your belongings, hair pulling, cigarette burns,
stabbing, etc.

You may be experiencing domestic violence
if your partner is doing any of these or other
unwanted behaviors:

Intimidation, Blame, Denials, Threats,
Isolation, or Force.

Even if your partner does not physically hurt
you, threats of battering may be present and
are reinforced by...

Domestic violence is a crime and it is a
choice made by the batterer.

It is a pattern of controlling behaviors that
may include physical, sexual, or emotional
abuse. It can be found in heterosexual and
homosexual relationships.

Power and Control.

Domestic violence is about

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
What is it?

We respect your choices, fears,
and confidentiality and we want
to help.

� Has your partner ever injured you so
badly you needed medical attention?
� Does your partner seem preoccupied
or obsessed with you? (following you,
monitoring your whereabouts, stalking)
� Have your partner’s assaults or abuse
become more violent or brutal?
� Do you believe your partner may
seriously hurt or kill you?
� Has your partner threatened, killed, or
hurt a family pet?
� Was your partner’s last relationship
abusive?
� Has your partner ever been charged
with domestic violence?
� Do you feel isolated from sources of
help? (no phone, family or friends?)
� Does your partner have access to a
gun?
� Has your partner ever threatened your
life?
� Has your partner threatened violent
retaliation if you leave?

The following questions may help you
examine how dangerous your situation is and
how it is affecting your life. The number of
“yes” answers does not necessarily indicate
greater or lesser danger, but answering these
questions can alert you to what you may
already suspect about the danger of your
situation. Remember: domestic violence can
lead to death.

From Mending the Sacred Hoop -- Technical Assistance
Project. www.msh-ta.org

Assessing the Danger in your
Relationship
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Local Center

1-800-799-7233

National Domestic Violence
Hotline

1-800-500-1119

Florida Coalition Against
Domestic Violence

To reac
h an
reach
adv
ocat
e
advocat
ocate
CALL:

Victim advocates can help. They are
trained in domestic violence issues, offer
confidentiality, are available 24 hours a
day, and do not charge for services
offered.

www
.fcadv
.org
www.fcadv
.fcadv.org

1-800-500-1119

Florida Domestic
Violence Hotline

Because you have the
right to live a life free of
fear and violence!

SAFETY PLAN

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

A
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♦ How much

How

By what means ♦ Where

Who will witness

♦

♦

♦

www
.fcadv
.org
www.fcadv
.fcadv.org

Florida Coalition A
gainst
Against
Domestic Violence
(FCAD
V)
(FCADV)
1-800-500-1
119
1-800-500-11

YOU ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR, NOR DESERVING OF,
VIOLENCE!

♦ When

On whom

♦

Batterers choose to commit violence...

As a survivor of domestic violence, you
are never to blame. The abuser is the only
person responsible for the crime. There
is never a time when the use of alcohol or
drugs is an acceptable excuse for
violence. Regardless of your situation,
behavior, or personality, you are not to
blame.

It was NOT your fault!

You are NEVER to blame!

Could I have done
something differently
to prevent the violence?

Notify someone of the abuse
Talk with a counselor
Get help from the domestic violence center
Make a plan for escape
Teach your children how to escape and get help
Make a safety plan

FCAD
V Ho
tline: 1-800-500-1
119
FCADV
Hotline:
1-800-500-11

The toll-free, confidential hotline is available 24 hours a day to respond to
your needs. Hotline advocates will provide you with immediate assistance
as well as local referrals. Advocates can provide you with referrals and
information on counseling, advocacy, and other services you may choose
to pursue.

Who can I turn to for HELP?

Should you decide to leave your relationship…
Planning may increase your safety. Leaving can be very dangerous and should be planned
carefully. To speak to a counselor who can help you plan to leave call 1-800-500-1119. There are
people who can help you start a violence-free life.
You may ask an advocate about…
� Filing for a free injunction for protection
� Helping you understand the legal system
� Free confidential counseling
� Moving away
� Staying at a free emergency domestic violence shelter or other safe place

Planning for safety is important whether the relationship continues or ends.

�
�
�
�
�
�

If you stay in your relationship, you may consider the following:

If you are experiencing domestic violence, what are your options?

For those:
Living With an Abuser – because the danger can occur at any time
Planning to Leave – because few abusers allow their partner to leave peacefully
Living Separately – because danger often increases after a survivor leaves or ends
the relationship

Who is a Safety Plan for?

SAFETY TIPS

√Address books

√Money (if possible)

√Health care information

√Partner’s personal information: date of birth, social
security number, place of employment

√Proof of income: pay stubs, financial statements

√Pictures of the family that include the abuser

√Medicine, prescriptions and medical equipment

√Birth Certificates for you and your children

√Bank statements

√Checkbook

√Keys (spare set)

√ID

Safety bag items may include:

A safety bag is used when planning to leave a dangerous
relationship. It should contain important items and
information. It is best to keep the bag with someone you
trust. That person should keep it safely hidden and not
tell your abuser of your plans to leave.

SAFETY BAG

10. Learn about the possibility of your abuser monitoring
your computer use.

9. Make a list of people you can count on during
emergencies.

8. Identify someone on the job who is most likely to help
you if you are in danger. Decide if it is possible to use a
signal for help.

7. Have a signal for help with trusted friends and
neighbors.

6. Ask an advocate to help plan for safety.

5. Request confidentiality when working with agencies
and churches.

4. Identify transportation options through friends, family,
agencies, and hotline.

3. Change your habits...choose different grocery stores,
routes home...

2. Calls for assistance should be made from phones in
safe locations.

1. If someone is threatening you or your children, take
their threat seriously.

Domestic Violence Program
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______

Pídele a la(s) persona(s) que llamen a la
policía en caso de emergencia.

______

______

______

Pide que tu oficina o escritorio esté en un
lugar seguro.

______

______

______

Llama al 1-800-500-1119 para recibir la
ayuda de un intercesor para la violencia
doméstica con tu plan.

Si es posible, se dejada y recogida,
cambia carros con alguien, maneja con
otros del trabajo.

Encuentra parqueo cerca de la puerta y en un ______
lugar bien alumbrado.

Encuentra un cuarto seguro para usar en caso ______
de emergencia. Asegura que tenga cerradura,
teléfono y una ventana o puerta segunda.

Mantén diferentes rutas de ida y vuelta al
trabajo cada dia.

Ten una seña para pedir ayuda (silbato/alarma). _____

Planea una ruta de escape.

Pide ayuda del programa de asistencia para los _____
empleados.

______

Deja que otros sepan de la Orden de
Protección.

Planea tu entrada y salida cada día.
______
.
Mantén una copia de la Orden de Protección ______
en el trabajo.

Pídele a alguien que te recoja las llamadas.
.
Pídele a alguien que te ayude a protejerte.

Ten una persona de respalda si la primera
______
persona no está en el trabajo o no está cerca.

______

Si/No:
______

Presente a la recepcionista ó seguridad con
fotos del abusadoro

Cuéntale tu situación a tus compañeros de
trabajo/jefe

Es importante que las sobrevivientes de la violencia
doméstica estén alertas y preparadas para posibles
contactos con el abusador durante el día de trabajo.
Un plan de seguridad para el trabajo te puede ayudar
si el abusador llama o se aparece. ¿Cuáles de estos
puntos puedes usar?

Planeando para la Seguridad
en el Trabajo

______

______

______

______

______

El dejar una relación, aunque sea abusiva, es muy
difícil. Es importante que sepas que te puedes sentir
triste, sola o culpable. El tener amistades y otros
con quienes puedas hablar hace mucha diferencia.
Por favor considera:
• Llamando al 1-800-500-1119 cuando te sientas sola
o adolorida.
• Asóciate con una iglesia, sinagoga, templo o
mezquita si es apropiado.
• Participa en clases, lecturas y seminarios.
• Envuélvete con las actividades de los niños.
• Servicio voluntario – llama al United Way o tu
centro local para la violencia doméstica.

Preparándote para los Sentimientos

Ve si el irte y escaparte seguramente sin que
nadie le avise al abusador te es posible.

Mantén una bolsa de escape en la iglesia, el
departamento de salud, u otro local seguro.

Pídele tranportación al condado o
departamento de salud.

Pídele a una armistad de confiaza o a un
familiar que te lleven.

Ve sí te puedes llevar el carro/camión familiar ______
sin ser observada o detenida.

Haz un plan de escape especial por los
______
problemas con la transportación o el horario.

Haz un plan de escape especial porque la
policía se demora mucho en llegar.

Porque la población es pequeña en lugares rústicos, por
los lazos familiares, y la proximidad social, puede ser
difícil que las sobrevivientes que viven en áreas rústicas
reciban ayuda. Muchas personas que viven en áreas
rústicas no pueden irse de sus casas sin ser observadas
o detenidas (hasta por conversación social). Cuando
albergues y servicios son localizados en las cuidades
más grandes, las sobrevivientes tienen que viajar a las
ciudades para recibir ayuda. Quedándose o volviendo
a una área rústica puede ser segura para muchas, pero
los centros para la violencia doméstica (Teléfono 1-800500-1119) te pueden ayudar a decidir y planear.
Si/No:
Ve si es seguro quedarte con amistades o
______
familiares locales o fuera del área.

Si Vives en una Área Rural

1-800-962-2873

1-800-FLA-AIDS
1-800-545-SIDA
1-800-AIDS 101

1-800-799-7233
1-800-622-KIDS

1-800-500-1119

(Llame aquí para reportar el abuso de los niños, de
los ancianos o de los incapacitados.)

Línea de Emergencia para la Violencia
Doméstica del Estado de la Florida
Línea de Emergenciia para la Violencia
Doméstica de los Estados Unidos
Asistencia con el Soporte de los Niños
Línea de Ayuda para el SIDA/VIH del
Estado de la Florida
Español
Creolé
Registro para Abuso del Estado de
la Florida (anteriormente HRS)

• Dale este folleto.

• Ofrece toda la ayuda que puedas, pero no te
pongas en peligro. Ejemplos de ayuda:
cuidado de los niños, transportación, un
lugar para quedarse, trabajo, préstamo de
dinero.

• Respeta sus decisiones, pero aconséjale que
hable con profesionales sobre los puntos de
seguridad.

• Escúchala.

• Déjale saber que estás preocupada por ella.

Si conoces a alguien que
esta siendo abusada–
No la ignores

Para Asistencia Sin Cobro Telefóniico

Año: ____ Color: _____ Número de Chapa: _____________

Oficina del Médico: ____________________________________
Transportación del Condado: __________________________
Transportación Médica: ________________________________
Taxi: __________________________________________________
Autobús Greyhound o Trailways: _______________________
Escuela(s) de los Niños: _______________________________
Abogado: _____________________________________________
Asistencia Pública: ____________________________________
Sellos de Comida: _____________________________________
Tarjetas de EBT: _______________________________________

Dirección o alguien que lo pueda localizar: _____________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Número de Seguro Social: _____________________________
Empleo: ______________________________________________
Número de Teléfono: _________________________
Horas de trabajo: ____________________________
Abogado: _____________________________________________
Número de Teléfono: _________________________
Tipo de Carro: _______________ Modelo: ________________

Para Asistirte en los Tratos con el Abusador
[Escribe toda la información conocida sobre el abusador.]

Policía o Sheriff
911 (si obtenible)
(otro número local): ___________________________
Defensor de Víctimas de la Policía: _____________________
El Agente de Policía o Diputado que te asistió ___________
Defensor del Abogado Estatal: _________________________
Consejero de Orden de Protección: ____________________
Consejero para la Violencia Doméstica: _________________

Números Importantes para Tu Uso Personal
[Escribe todos los números de teléfonos que apliquen.]

Otros Números Importantes
[Escribe los números de teléfonos que puedas necisitar.]

Miembro(s) familiar(es): _______________________________
Amistad(es): __________________________________________
Compañeros/Compañeras de trabajo: __________________
Vecinos: ______________________________________________
Iglesia: _______________________________________________
Otros: ________________________________________________

[Escribe los números de teléfonos de cualquiera que
puedas llamar.]

¿Quién Te Dará Apoyo?

Consejero o Centro para la Violencia Doméstica:
______________________________________________________
AIAnon o AA: __________________________________________
Grupos de la Iglesia: __________________________________
Clubs Sociales: _______________________________________
Grupos de la Escuela: _________________________________

[Escribe los números de teléfonos para tu área.]
Línea de emergencia para la violencia doméstica:
1-800-500-1119 número local: _______________________

¿Dónde Puedes Llamar para Recibir Ayuda?

Florida Domestic Violence Hotline

1-800-500-1119

porque el peligro a menudo
aumenta después que una
sobreviviente deja
o termina una relación

Viven Separadas del
Abusador

porque pocos abusadores dejan
ir a su víctima sin violencia

Planean dejar su Relación

porque el peligro puede ocurrir
en cualquier momento

Viven con Abusadores

Para Quienes:

LA VIOLENCIA
DOMÉSTICA

PLAN DE SEGURIDAD
para
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• Habla con una amistad, un miembro de tu familia, vecino o alguna otra persona para apoyo
y ayuda.

• Ve a un médico por las heridas (y considera
pedirle que anote lo que cauzó la heridas).

• Haz que el abusador sea ordenado a mantener
su distancia por la corte, con la solicitación de
una Orden de Protección.

• Llama a la línea de emergencia para la violencia
doméstica para hablar, obtener información o
ideas, encontrar un albergue, o hacer un plan de
seguridad o de escape.

• Haz un reporte con la policía sobre la violencia.

• Llama a la policía en caso de emergencia.

¿Cuáles son Algunas de las
Opciones que Puedes
Considerar?

Si has sido obligada a hacer algo sexual que no deseabas
hacer o si te han negado comida, medicina o cuidado
médico, eres víctima de la violencia doméstica. No es
tu culpa. El abusador es el responsable. Hay quienes
te escucharán y te apoyarán en tus decisiones. Hay
pasos que puedes tomar para ayudar a ponel fin al
abuso.

La violencia doméstica es una crimen serio. Incluye
conducta indeseable como empujar, agarrar, atizar,
pellizcar, golpear, abofetear, dar piñazos y amenazas
de hacer daño. Incluye el ser atacada en cualquier
manera indeseada. Personas que pueden ser incluidas
en casos de la violencia doméstica son:
• esposa o esposo
• novia o novio
• el padre o la madre de su hijo o hija
• un miembro de tu familia
• alguien con quien has vivido como si fuera de la
familia

¿Qué Es La Violencia Doméstica?

Si Estás Viviendo o Saliendo Con
Alguien Violento

Manténlo en un lugar seguro. (En el trabajo, en casa
de una amistad, etc.)
Léelo con cuidado. Llama a la línea de emergencia
para la violencia doméstica (1-800-500-1119) y pídele
a un consejero que te ayude a hacer un plan. Todo el
mundo es diferente y tu plan debe cubrir tu situación
personal.
Pon todos tus números de teléfonos importantes juntos para que estén a mano si te vas.
Marca los puntos que aplican a tu situación. Decide
cuáles partes te serán de más beneficio y concéntrate
en esas partes.
Pon tu plan de seguridad en fecha a menuno.
Repásalo con alguien que te apoye o un conserjo en
la línea de emergencia para la violencia doméstica.
Revela tu plan solamente a los que te den apoyo
absoluto. ABSOLUTAMENTE NO se lo reveles a
cualquiera que pueda decirlo por descuido o a
propósito al abusador o sus apoyantes.

______

______

______

Cuando la violencia te parece cerca, evita la cocina, el
baño y cuartos sin puertas que den afuera. Empieza
acción en el plan de seguridad a cualquier señal de
disturbio.

Déjale saber a alguien si sientes que la
violencia está por ocurrir.

Pídele a los vecinos que den oido, observen
y llamen a la policía si ven personas o
actividades sospechosas.

Si es posible, una teléfonos portátiles o
______
celulares. Una hace-ruidos (un silbato, alarma
personal, etc.) para pedir ayuda.

Mantén cambio para el teléfono público para ______
ti y tus hijos en un lugar seguro.

Enséñales a tus hijos acciones de emergencia ______
o escape y el uso del teléfono.

Repásalo con un consejero o un defensor.

Porque el peligro puede ocurrir en cualquier momento,
considera lo siguiente:
Si/No:
Practica un plan de escape para emergencias. ______

•

•

•

•

•

•

El Uso y Cuidado de
Tu Plan de Seguridad

El mantenimiento de estas cosas en una bolsa o caja
fuera del hogar es lo mejor. Evita guardarlas en tu
carro o cartera.
___ Identificación (licencia de manejar, pasaportes,
tarjetas de Inmigración, permisos de trabajo)
___ Certificados de nacimiento para ti y tus hijos
___ Tarjetas de Seguro Social para ti y tus hijos
___ Llaves adicionales para el carro, la casa, el
espacio de almacenar u otras llaves
___ Chequera, tarjeta del banco
___ Tarjetas de crédito, libretas del banco
___ Libreta de números de teléfonos y direcciones
___ Sellos de Comida, Tarjetas de Medicaid, Tarjetas
de EBT
___ Registro del carro
___ Papeles de seguro del carro, médico y de vida
___ Documentos escolares y médicos
___ Papeles de divorcio, custodia u orden de protección
___ Prueba del sueldo de tu paraja (talonario de
cheques)
___ Tarjeta de larga distancia pagada por adelantado
___ Tarjeta de llamadas para la casa (las llamaas
pueden ser trazadas)
___ Copias de cuentas que debes con tu pareja
___ Cambio de ropas
___ Medicinas y prescripciónes (extra)
___ Productos de higiene personal (tapones, cepillos
de dientes, desordorantes, etc.)
___ Pañales, fórmula, juguetes, frazadas
___ Retratos, joyas, recuerdos

¿Cuáles de las Siguientes Cosas
Necesitarás?

Siempre es mejer planear para las emergencias antes
de que ocurran.
• Planea cómo te escaparás del abusador o cómo
conseguirás que la ayuda venga a ti.
Número de teléfono para llamar en
caso de emergencias: ___________________________
La transportación será: __________________________
Ayudantes o apoyantes: _________________________
• Planea a donde iras, si te decides o eres forzada a irte.
• Planea lo que te llevarás si te vas.
• Planea lo que harás con los niños y animales.
• Planea por otras responsabilidades y necesidades.

Si Planeas Dejar una Relación
Violenta: ¿Qué es Necesario?
• Acuérdate: el peligro puede empeorar durante
el escape o después de dejar una relación
violenta.
• Ten un plan de seguridad por todo el tiempo
que haya comunicación con el abusador y más.
Repásalo con un consejero a menudo.
• Si te mudas, pon el alquiler, teléfono, y servicios
públicos a nombre de otra persona.
• Asegura que todas las cerraduras (puertas,
ventanas) y luces (adentro y afuera) trabajen bien.
• Instala alarmas en las puentas y ventanas. Instala
detectores de humo, puertas de metal y otros
artículos de seguridad.
• Consigue un número de teléfono privado. (Cambia el número viejo si es necesario.)
• Consigue una Orden de Protección. (Llama al
1-800-500-1119 para información)
• Mantén copias de la Orden de Protección en
la casa, el trabajo, y la cartera.
• Ten a otra persona para entregar y recoger a
los niños en caso de que la corte ordene
derecho de visitas.
• Usa una caja de correo en vez de la dirección.
Revísala durante horas de más actividad.
• Reporta cosas sospechosas a la policía,
reporta violaciones de la Orden de
Protección cuando sea necesario.
• Mantén una copia del divorcio, órdenes de
custodia, etc. en la escuela.
• Haz arreglos especiales para recoger a los
niños en la escuela.
• Pídele a la escuela que te llamen si tienen
algún contacto no acostumbrado con el
abusador.
• Haz los mismos arreglos marcados arriba con
quienes te cuidan a los niños.
• Usa como dirección de correo el centro para
violencia doméstica y que ellos te remitan la
correspondencia a ti o a otro local seguro.
No llenes tarjetas de cambio de dirección en
el correo (no son privadas).

Algunos Puntos de Seguridad
Importantes

This brochure was prepared by FCADV in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Justice. It was published February 15, 1999 as a project supported by
grant no. MJ940 awarded by the Violene Against Women Grants Office, Office
of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Information contained within
this brochure does not necessarily reflect the official position or policies of the
State of Florida, the U.S. Department of Justice, or any other agency of the state
or federal government.

Pueden ser trazadas. Si estas llamando al abusador usa
teléfonos públicos fuera de tu vecindario o pueblo.
Considera comprar una trajeta de teléfono pagada por
adelantado.

Llamadas a colectar y llamadas cargadas a otro
número: Usa cuidado cuando hagas estas llamadas.

Retorno del ultimo número: Marcando la *69 en
un teléfono operado por tono o el 1169 en un teléfono
rotatorio identifica y devuelve la última llamada hecha
a tu número.

Trazo de Llamadas: Marcando la *57 en un teléfono
operado por tono o el 1157 en un teléfono rotatorio
verifica a la policía la última llamada hecha a tu número.

pueden tener la habilidad de verificar mecánicamente
las llamadas repetidas.

Traza y Entrapa: Compañías de teléfonos locales

Bloqueador de Llamadas: No deja que la identificación
del llamador reconosca tu número.

números que llaman a tu teléfono. Tienes que comprar
una caja electrónica especial que se conecta al teléfono.

Identificación del Llamador: Muestra y anota los

y recibir recados sin tener que contestar el teléfono.
Nadie tiene que saber que es solamente un correo de
voz.

Correo de Voz: Te deja tener un número de teléfono

Asistencia de la Operadora: Las operadoras pueden
marcar el número de la policía y otros número de
emergencia si tú puedes o no sabes el número. Si no
tienes algunos de los servicios mencionados abajo, las
operatoras de tu área te pueden indicar cuáles otros
servicios existen.

Algunas compañías de teléfono ofrecen servicios que
pueden ayuder a las sobrevivientes de la violencia
doméstica. Estos servicios también pueden ser usados
por los abusadores para atormentar, perseguir, amenazar,
o encontrar a la sobreviente. La mayoría exigen cargos
de la compañía. Algunos de los servicios incluyen:

Usando servicios telefónicos
o aparatos especiales puede tener parte
en recibir ayuda
o documentar amenazas.

