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MALTREATMENT AND NATURE OF 
MALTREATMENT 

What is the extent of the maltreatment? What surrounding 
circumstances accompany the alleged maltreatment? 

*Asphyxiation      *Internal Injuries 
*Bone Fractures   *Physical Injury 
*Burns                  *Sexual Abuse 
*Death                  *Failure to Thrive 
*Environmental Hazards   
*Inadequate Supervision 
*Medical Neglect 
*Threatened Harm 

 

                                  Parent’s/Legal Guardian’s or Caregiver’s intentional and willful act caused serious 
physical injury to the child, or the parent/legal guardian or caregiver intended to 
seriously injure the child.  

Child has a serious illness or injury (indicative of child abuse) that is unexplained, or 
the Parent’s/Legal Guardian’s or Caregiver’s explanations are inconsistent with the 
illness or injury.  

The child’s physical living conditions are hazardous and a child has already been 
seriously injured or will likely be seriously injured. The living conditions seriously 
endanger the child’s physical health.  

There are reports of serious harm and the child’s whereabouts cannot be determined 
and/or there is a reason to believe that the family is about to flee to avoid agency 
intervention and/or the family refuses access to the child to assess for serious harm. 

Parent/Legal Guardian or Caregiver is not meeting the child’s essential medical needs 
AND the child is has already been seriously harmed or will likely be serious harmed.  

 

CHILD FUNCTIONING 

How does the child function on a daily basis? Include physical 
health, development; emotion and temperament; intellectual 
functioning; behavior; ability to communicate; self-control; 
educational performance; peer relations; behaviors that seem to 
provoke parent/caregiver reaction/behavior; activities with family 
and others. Include a description of each child’s vulnerability 
based on threats identified.  

 
*Mental Injury 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Child shows serious emotional symptoms requiring intervention and/or lacks behavioral 
control and/or exhibits self-destructive behavior that the Parent/Legal Guardian or 
Caregiver are unwilling or unable to manage to keep the child safe.  

ADULT FUNCTIONING  

How does the adult function on a daily basis? Overall life 
management. Include assessment and analysis of prior child 
abuse/neglect history, criminal behavior, impulse control, 
substance use/abuse, violence and domestic violence, mental 
health; include an assessment of the adult’s physical health, 
emotion and temperament, cognitive ability; intellectual 
functioning; behavior; ability to communicate; self-control; 
education; peer and family relations, employment, etc.  

 
*Family Violence Threatens Child 
*Human Trafficking  *Sexual Abuse 
*Mental Injury  *Substance Misuse 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Legal Guardian or Caregiver is violent, impulsive, cannot or will not control 
behavior or is acting dangerously in ways that have seriously harmed the child or will likely 
seriously harm to the child.  
 

PARENTING 

General – What are the overall, typical, parenting practices used 
by the parents/legal guardians? Discipline/Behavior Management 
– What are the disciplinary approaches used by the parents/legal 
guardians, and under what circumstances?  
 
*Abandonment  *Failure to Thrive  
*Inadequate Supervision 
*Malnutrition/Dehydration  *Threatened Harm 

 Parent/Legal Guardian or Caregiver is not meeting child’s basic and essential needs for 
food, clothing, and/or supervision AND the child is/has already been seriously harmed or 
will likely be seriously harmed.  

Parent/Legal Guardian or Caregiver is threatening to seriously harm the child and/or 
parent/legal guardian or caregiver is fearful he/she will seriously harm the child.  

Parent/Legal Guardian or Caregiver views child and/or acts toward the child in extremely 
negative ways AND such behavior has or will result in serious harm to the child.  
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